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PREFACE. 



Candid Reader^ 

WERE it not appreheiided by m« 
a duty, thus to ofFer to thy fc- 
rious pecufal the following plain 
and experiniental ohfervatiohs Upon various 
fubjedts, thou hadft not heard from me in 
this way. 

I have often, with many brethren and fitters 
in the truth, been deeply affefted in viewing 
the great danger Chriftian profeflbrs are ex- 
posed to through a prevailing indifference of 
mind. For when a lethargic ftupefadtion 
hath gained the afcendancy, religion in no* 
tion, and fruitless j(peculaiion, fatisfy a mind 
fb depraved. A renovation of heart, with* 
out which none can be truly religious, hath 
not been fought after. Pleafed with the {hell 
or form only, fuch have not been fenfible 
they wanted the fubftance. 

A 2 When 



The PREFACE. 

When the fubtil adverfary finds men in this 
kind of fleep or ftupefadion, it is then his 
opportunity for fowing rfie tares amongft the 
wheat : by fuch means the field of the Chri- 
ftian church became in procefs of time co- 
vered^ theye^ith. That which came neardl^ 
tci my heart, and moft learneflly engaged m)L 
attention towards the prefent undertaking 
(not without ardent defires for the lafting ad- 
vantage of Chriftians of all denominations) 
was, that the defcendants of a people^ who 
a liftle above a centui-y ago were, very-ma|:=?, 
velloufly brought oijt of^ and redeemt^dfrom, 
ajl lifelefs ftiadowS;^ ai>d empty forms of reli- 
gion, to enjoy and be grounded in .the blefled \/ 
power and life thereof, might be, preferved* 
truly fenfible of the way and means whereby 
our worthy predecpflbrs obtained afirm efta- 
blilhment in the. truth, a.s it is^hrift Jefus: 
for it is evident, where the means are neg- 
leded,' the en.d cannot be attained: 

That many of thefe defcendants in this 
day of outward peace and plenty, inclining to 
falfe liberty and eafe, do fliun the crofs of 
Chrift, which would crucify them to the 
world, is a mournful truth, too obvious to 
be denied. It) confideration hereof, I found 
a concern to throw a few obfervations before 
themy as near as I could, fuited to the prefent 
ilate.of things; endeavouring,, in feme de- 
gree,. 



' The F^ R E P A C E. 

gi;e^. to offer to the view of the prefent and-' 
facceecjing generations, by what means our 
\yorthy prede.ceflbrs became fuch a livings lk>-- 
riourable body 6f people j that the necefflty 
may fully appear of the fame bfefled povi^er* 

; operating upon their minds^i' in order to-qua^' 

lify all, that they may rightly fuccqed thofe 
valiants in maintaining the caufe of God. 

^The objection which caft fome difcourage- 
ment in my way, may alfo occur to fome 
readers ; viz. that the fubjedls treated of in 
this fmall trad: have been divers times here- 
tofore judicioufly wrote upon by diiFerent au- 
thors. This is no more than may be faid of 

r moft other religious fubjeds as well as thefe. 

Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs hath feen meet 
to revive the fame truths, by different inflru- 
ments, from generation to generation; the 
Lord's fervants. fpeaking the fame thing, as 
with one mouth. Herein God's gracious 
condefcenfiori to human frailty is very con- 
. fpicuous and wonderful, by caufing thofe ex- 

> cellent truths, fo effential to be received that 

man's foul may be faved, to be frequently re- 
vived and inculcated, feeing he is fo liable to 
• forget God, and his reafonable duty to him. 
Having no delire to enlarge, I fhall only 
add my earnefl prayer to the God and Father . 
of all fure mercies, that this mite of fimple 
experimental truths, v/hich I have cafl into 

the 
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the treafury, may meet the ferious reader, of 
whatever denomination, with the divine blef- 
fing in it ! If that gracioufly attend, though 
what is here offered may be juftly accounted 
as the barley-loaves, the hungry foul may re- 
ceive fome ilrength and refrefhment thereby. 

30th 8th Mo. 1764^ 
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SOME 

BRIEF REMARKS 

UPON 

Sundry Important Subjeils. 

G tt A p T £ k L 

Containmg tender AdvIce/Caution and Counsel 
to Parents Md Cmtt>mtts 

FIRST to parents. Very much depends 
upon a right education of children. I there- 
fore find it in my mind to make a few 
obfervations thereon, as it Ihall pleafe the Lord to 
open my underftanding ; without whofe affiftance, . 
and blefling upon our labours, they prov^alto- 
♦ . ^QliKaKruitlefs* 

Xhe children of Ifrael were ftriAly enjoined to 
make the training up their children in the law of 
God their conftant care; vi2. ** Hear, Olfrael, ^"^^'vUi 
" the Lord our God is one Lord j and thou fhalt ^* 
** love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and. 
** with all thy foul, and with all thy might. And 
*' thefc words which I command thee this day, 
*' ihall be in thine heart, and thou Ihalt teach 
** them diligently unto thy children, and (halt talk 

B « of 



t Advice^ Cautiofiy and Counfel 

** of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and 
" when thou walked by the' way, and when thou 
" lieft down, and when thou rifeft up/* 

Exceeding great is the truft repofed in pjtrents 
and heads of families. It certainly lies upon-thcm 
an indifpenfable duty, as much as they can, both 
by precept and example, to form the tender minds 
of their offspring to virtue, as faith the apoftle, 

Epb. vi. ^ ic ^i^d ye fathers, provoke not your' children to 
"'wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

P'o^- «». 4c admonition of the Lord." And, " Train up 
<« a child in the way he fhould go : and when he 
" is old, he will not depart from it.** 

Parents muft firft be well acquainted with the 
way of truth, and the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord ' themlelves, before they can train up 
their children therein. That which is likely to have 

* the greatcft influence upon their tender minds, is 
a. fteady circumfpe£l example, in a felf-d^nying 
coriduft before them ; which will beget reverence, 
and honourable thoughts in children, and fervants 

* too, concerning thofe whom Providence hath placed 
overthem. - ^ - ' ^ . ' .* ' 

Great care fhould dwell upoA the minds of 
' parents, to make it fully evident to their chil- 
dren that they are much more defirous they fhould 
poflefs an heavenly than an earthly inheritance ; 
that they are more concerned their fouls may be 
adorned with the graces of the Holy Spirit, than 
' that their bodies fliould appear finely decked with 
outward ornanients. 

-"' ' Children 



to Parents and Children. g 

Children will be very likely to value that which : 
they fee is preferred by their parents, whether it 
be the things of the world, or religion. If this 
be really the Ciafe, which I think will be allowed 
by confiderate perfons, O then! how much de- 
pends upon them for the promotion of truth and 
righteoufnefs on the earth, both in regard to the 
prefcnt time, and generations to come. This yet 
more fully appears by the Lord's teftimony con- 
cerning Abraham. " And the Lord iFaid, Shall f^*°g^;'J; 
*^ I hide from Abraham that thing which I do ? 
*' feeing that Abrqham fhall furely become a great 
*« and . mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
** earth Ihall be blefled in him. For I know him, 
** that he will command his children, and his 
** houftiold after him, and they ihall keep the way 
*^ of the Lord, to do juftice and judgment ; that 
** the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 
*« he hath fpoken of him.** In chap. xvii. ver. i §. 
his godly concern appears earneft, even for the 
child of the bond-woman -, viz. " And Abraham 
" faid unto God, Ohi that i/2>«^^/ might live be- 
*« fore thee.** Which petition was anfwered. 
' Conftant and warm endeavours, with fecret cries 
to God that his bleffing may attend them, may 
prove effeftual to the prefervation of children. 
This fhould begin very early, even as foon as they 
are capable to diftinguilh what pleafes, or what 
difple^es their parents. A felf- willed perverfe dif- 
pofitiofl may foon be difcovered in children (more 
jcfpecially in fome) wliich is very earneft to have 
jte own way, before they can judge what is beft 

8 % for 



far thoxn&Ives. This fhould ccmftantly be fbbjeftcd 
tp thofe that girc to judge fw them. They fhowld 
never be fufFcred to prevail by w \wtoward fretful 
tamper, not even whe«i vk* they crave^is fukablr 
for them to receive, were they in. a fuboaiffiye dif- 
pofition \ thai they may cle^'ly fee {whii^h tfeey 
fopn wil)) it i& wpr» to theii^ benefit a^ coQifoFC 
to yield an enure fubje£tion to their providers, wA 
that nothing is to be got by a fretfid liblf-wiUefl 
teropen This fliould be done by a conftaint fteady 
hand, and it wUl make the work of parents abun-s 
dwtly c^er iA the government of theij? children, 
and may prove a great eafe to thofe concerned with 
them, pcrh^3 through the whole courfe of their; 
lives i fince by crulhing their perveiifenefs ia the? 
firft buddings, it m^y fo die away, as never more 
to gain the pre-eminence. This would be a^ won-^ 
derful blefling, and they would owe their, watch&l 
parents more for fpppreffing thaf^ and: otfier per- 
nicipus buds, in them,, than, for a. large patrimony 
or outward inherijance, . Indeed every thing of ajt 
evil nature fhould. be kept down in. them, by fu^h . 
careful, fteady means. Oh ! wha^ a fine hope&l. 
generation of youths fliould we hay^. were parents 
in general to exercife this prwdent care iaajlthingp ! 
I verily believe, inftcad of fobcr virtuous youthbc*. 
ipg as fpccklcd birds amongfl others, the nebcUious* 
dilbbedient, and froward would be; foj and thi$; 
would bring judgment over themt 

A cQnfcientious difcharge of this great duty- 
would bring an ample reward to fuch parentSi as- 
hnye no greater joy than to fee their children walk* 

ing 



H Patents, mi Chil^enl 

ing ift thfi tvuriit : and if they flaould pr<iv^ uf^uc- 
ce&ful^ aait ibfn(mme3.faad!ihaqppenedy they ^^ 
be clear of their drildnaBUi blood in God*^ fighe^ 
which is. a very great duag^ fo Aat thiDogh the 
cebeltiem and evil cooduft of didr efl^riA^ 
^if forrciw^ it witt Ml be theit fin. 

X hai^e feioecicne^ be^ miiich gricvcdy wfacflt t 
have feetv youth vt. due way of bemg jyjOMd b/ 
d^ very imprudent indulgence of their p^neats^ 
t^eci^Uy mothei?i;, making thettifidves* aad ot&en? 
mercf flavea co the^pHerverfehumouia of their chit- 
dr^a ;. t^ifl^ Sundance of pains: tcx extinguUIV the 
QftOAe of lAeir tintQward: taxipecsr by &ck' mean^ 
as add £bweb ik> the fiise ; in^erttng tlie order of 
Ratmre^ by becormng ^bje^ to thofe who Ihbuld 
fiibmitr to- themv by scni^ering their xmrczSoxaii^ 
masaings \. making diemfelv^s more woik (and* that 
tjoo -of a^ very difegreeablc nature) ta educate dnti 
ihan^ wererftcy to- follow the metfiod' before hinted, 
itjwouldi require to educate a^^umbery and in^the 
cttd not' fa well done neither. Parents:, who are fo 
irery iniprudent> have Fefi reafon to itfledt npoit 
teheir children' for being- felf^willed, and not fubje65 
to them whmi thty grow up : feeing they them- 
lelves have cheriibed; iedr ^^ fuppiorted that ti^rn- 
per in. them from their cradles*; whereby, unlels 
religion J^S' deep hold of thern^ and chafes the 
ftate of their minds, they are unfitted to be a 
eomfort either to themlelves»or others-, not being 
fiarmed. for good* fervafttSj bwibands, wircsi, or 
members of fociety^ 

Ala?! 



Aivicej Cautiofij andCoukfel 

Alas j when I take a view of the world, arid re- 
^& how it wallows in abundance of wickednels 
and corruptiott, which mankind poflefs in a kind 
of fucceffion from parents to children, like out-' 
ward inheritances ; I have no words fufficient to 
fct forth to the. full fo deplorable a cafe. How 
Ibrrowfulit is to obferve even children, by the 
power of example, become as grown men in wick- 
?dnefs and hardnefs of heart ! Cuftom and general 
praftice hath, as it were, changed the nature of 
fomc grofs evils, fo that there appears very little 
rcmorfe in the almoft conftant practice of them. 
Many children are brought up, like their parents, 
much ftrangers to their duty both to God and 
man. This almoft univerfal infedion of evil, for- 
gctfiilnefs of God, and of many or moft relative 
duties, by a conftantly wallowing in the pollutions 
of this world, are very alarming, and c^U loudly 
for a reformation, left the Lord break forth ia 
judgrjieflit ppon the nations, as the breach of wa- 
ters. It is indeed a painful talk for godly parents, 
amidft fo general ^ depravity, to educate their 
children without receiving fgme tindure from this 
pollution, which runs down like a ftrohg torrent. 
The fafeft way is, with great ftriftnefs to keep 
them out of fwch coippany ; though an inconve- 
nicncy *may attend that in fomp optward refpefts. 
But oh ! the foijls arc the moft precious part of 
them, which parents, above aU other copfidera- 
tions, ought to be concerned to preferv^ untainted 
with the defilement of this ^orl^. 

There 
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to Parents and C^hildren. 

: There b rt> better rule to proceed and aft by ia 
this important talk, than the Spirit of truth, pro- 
mifed to lead us into all truth. , If we njind this^ 
welhall not indulge our children m any individual 
' thing which that teftifies againftin ourfelyes. We 
Ihall be far from pleading, that bccaufe they are 
V young, fome greater liberties may be allowed them 
in drefs or otherwife ; but as they are a part of our- 
felves, the fame divine law Ihould be a Handing 
rule for the whole. 

I have taken notiQe, that divers parents, who, 
as to their outward ap^ear^mce, feem to have 
learned, in degree, the leflbn of humility and felf- 
denial,. however as far as could be difcovered by 
their drefs and addrefs, yet feem to have no aver- 
l fion to their children's making a different appear- 
ance ; nay, fome will even introduce them into it 
themfelves whilft very young ; by which it is plain 
they have a pride in feeing them fo, and cannot 
help (notwithftanding their outward fliew) difcp- 
vering great unfoundnefs, ^nd that they themfelves 
are not what they would pafs for. I fincerqly wilh 
that parents, who are apt to indulge wrong libe^- 
, ties in ttieir children, by fuffering them to deviate 

\ from that pure fimpUcity and felf-denial Truth led 
. our anceftors, and ftiU leads thofe who follow it 
into, would confider, in the 6rft place, the injujy 
their children fuftain thereby, by being placed in 
a difficult and dangerous fituation with refpeft to 
temptations, which may be prefented to them by 
the children of the land,, or of the world :. for 
doubtlcis the more like them they appear, the 
.6 more 



« 
more free and intimate *will fuch make themfelves 
with them, that they may be drawn out into undue 
liberties i whereas, did they mrice an appearance 
^uite confiftent with their plain fclf-dcnying pto- 
feffion, that fort would be more backward to at- 
tempt an accefs to them. 

There is no doubt with me, but this has opened 
a way for many under our profeffion to ruin them- 
felvcs, bygoingow inmatriage; and then- parents 
have been, by their imprudent indulgence, the 
original caufe thereof* For fufFering them to be 
fa much like the world, and fb litde like what 
Truth leads into, they are put out of the way of 
the beft connexions in marriage amongft us, mt* 
the moft religious ; as fuck dare not feek to, nor 
Job with, thofe wha give way to undue liberties : 
I mean fuch as Truth doth not allow us^ as people 
who ought in aH things to hold up a true fl^dard 
to the nations, to continue in. Hece ihconfiderate 
tender youth, through their aptnefs to crave the 
glittering gaiety of the world, and their much 
more imprudent part nts indulging them therein, 
»e, as it were, prepared for ruin, unlefr divine 
mercy interpofe 5 and are aMb removed out of die 
way of the greateft blcffing- that can be enjoyed in 
the thii^ of this life; vi%. a truly religious huf- 
band or wife. 

Some parents ha.ve been pierced through with 
much forrow by fuch means, and have had great 
caufe to repent when It was'too late, and there hath 
been reafoi) to fear that the blood of their childi^n 
would be required at theiF handftr Oh \ how dX^ 

'^ honourably 
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to Parents and Children. 

honourably have fome leaned to unfuitable con- 
nexions for their children, when there hath been a 
large outward profpedl ! It is to be feared divers 
parents have looked at little elfe. This hath fome- 
times appeared to have been the cafe, by the flight 
put upon the offers of thofe, who have wanted 
nothing to recommend them but wealth-, the want 
of which, in the eye of fuch, has proved fo of- 
fenfive, that they feem to have been rejefted on 
that account. This is very wrong, and ought ne- 
ver to have entrance amongft any profeffing the 
Chriftian name-, " For the earth is the Lord's, 
" and the fulnefs thereof*". 

Some perhaps may think I arri very clofe and 
fevere upon parents -, that it is not always their fault 
when children take undue liberties », (which I have 
already granted) that they are frequently very felf- 
willed and ungovernal)le. This is indeed faying 
fomething, when Children become their own rulers 
by age, or otherwife, and have to cloath and pro- 
vide for themfelves-, but I think it has little weight 
whilft their parents provide for them, who have 
not only power to advife and perfuade, but alfo 
to command and reftrain, They certainly may 
^nd ought to be abfolute, in cafes where the tefti* 
niony of truth is in danger of fuffering. 

It is very obfefvable, that Eli was greatly blamed, 
becaufe he, having power, did not reftrain his 
wicked fons ; though it plainly appears he much 

• Thefc hints arc not intended to encourage any to afpirc after great 
^Ings ) but that all fhould, with a fingle eye, earneiliy fceJc for divine 
cotmfel^ both in ouiking and accepting ofi?r9 for zn^irriage* 

C difap. 



10 Advice^ Cautien^ andCeknfel 

difapproved of their praftices, and expoftulatetj 
with 'them on that ^count, and laid before them 
the pernicious confeqtiences of their evil conduft, 
Oh ! how very affeding it is, to confider the fearful 
calamities which came upon that houfc \ and alfq 
upon Ifrael^ probably in fome meafure on the fame 
account. 

The negleft and imprudent indulgence of pa- 
rents in the training up their children, is alfo a 
painful lofs to the fociety, as the confequence 
thereof tends greatly to obftrudt the progrefs of 
truth, by Handing in the way of ferious enquirers 
as ftumbling-blocks ; when it is feen by fuch, that 
the fiime undue liberties they are called out of, 
are indulged amongft us, they are offended. Ohi 
that parents, children, and all who are unfaithful, 
. and who eafily fufFer the important branches of 
bur Chriftian teftimony to fall (as indeed they 
would all appear, if they were feen in a true light) 
would deeply confider the mournful cortfequencft 
thereof, by retarding the progrefs of truth, and 
gricvoufly eclipfing the beauty of Sicn ! Then I 
greatly hope a more lively zeal and holy ardour 
would prevail, and that the carelefs fons and 
daughters thereof would arife, and fliake them- 
felves from the dull of the earth, putting on the 
beautiful garment of holinefs and truth, that fhe ^ 
might become more and more a praife in the earth. 

Having offered a few. remarks concerning the 
important duty of parents, it now remains to do 
the fame rtfpefting the indifpenfible duty of chil- 
dren to honour end obey their parents in the Lord^ 
7 which 
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-which is fti^ongly enjoined in the holy fcriptufes, 
^d, in the nature of things, of lafting and in- 
difpenfible obligation* 

The command is, "Honour thy father and^*®^*** 
?' thy mother, that thy days may be long upon 
« the Laiid which the Lord thy God giveth thee.** 
Read Matt. xv. 4. Mark vii. 10. Luke xviii. 20* 
Efh. vi. 2, 3. In that which is confident with 
the law of God, no children can ftand acquitted 
before the fupreme Judge, for difobeying or dif- 
honpuring their parents* This obedience and 
honour not only extend to the yielding to what 
they enjoin or direft, but alfo to the prefervation 
erf" a reverent awe, and honourable efteem in the 
heart, arifing from a bottom of love, which would 
on all jufl: occafions cherilh and proteft them. It 
is a fin of a deep dye to difregard and flight pa-» 
rents, as appears by I)eut. xxvii. 16. " Curfed be 
** he that fetteth light by his father or his mo^ 
^' ther;'* and Prav. xxx- 17. " The eye that 
*' mocketh at his father, afid defpifeth to obey 
** his mother, the ravens of the valley fliall pick 
" it out, and the young eagles Ihail cat it-" Chap, 
xxiii. 22. " Hearken unto thy father, and delpife 
" not thy mother when ftie is old/' Chap, xxviii. 
24. " Whofo robbeth his father or his mother, 
" and faith, It is no tranfgreflJon, the fame is the 
*' companion of a deftroyer/* 

On the other hand, very memorable was the 

kind and watchful Providence which attended 

fuch as feared the Lord, and thofe who loved, 

hcnour€<l, and obeyed their parents s as Jacoh^ 

C 1 Jofephj 
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Jofepb^ Ruth^ Samuel^ and David', alfo the Re- 
cbabites. Read the account concerning them, 
Jer. XXXV. Refpefting fuch as lived in the fear of 
D«n- »»'. the Lord, let me recommend the cafe of Daniel^ 
and the three children, who, becaufe of their faith- 
fulnefs to God, were preferved unhurt, when by 
their adverfaries expofed to the greateft torment 
and danger. 

It would far exceed the bounds, of my intention, 
to particularize all thofe excellent patterns and 
examples we are favoured with the account of, 
which are wonderfully adapted to inftaift, encou- 
rage, and improve the youth, as well as others. 
There are alfo, for caution and warning, examples 
and very affefting inftances of fearful judgments 
and dreadful calamities, which fell upon the rebel- 
lious and gainfayers. May the tender minds of 
youth, by reading thefe things, (as recorded in the 
holy fcriptures and other good books) be deeply 
imprefled with proper fentiments concerning good 
and evil, and the very different rewards of virtue 
and vice, both in this world, and in the world to 
come. 

It is a very commendable, as well as a very pro- 
fitable thing, to be converfant in thofe facred writ- 
ings. Remember what Paul faid of his beloved 
2 Titn. Hi. fon timothy, viz. " From a child thou haft known 
'^* * ' '^* « the holy fcriptures, which are able to make thee 
" wife unto falvation, through faith which is in 
*' Chrift Jefus. All fcripture given by infpiration 
" of God, is profitable for dodrine, for reproof, 
'^ for corrcdion, for inftruftion in righteoufnefs ; 

" that 
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" that the man of God may be perfeft, thoroughly 
" flirnifticd unto all good works." But let the 
j youth and all duly confider, that the profiting by 

thcfe facred writings entirely depends upon the 
holy living powerful faith of Chi-ift, which worketh 
i \ by love, purifying the heart ; and whereby we 
, come to fee him who is invifible, and confequently 

to underftand the precious myfteries of his king- 
dom, as far as is proper and neceffary for us to 
know them, which is all that is lawful for us to 
defire. There are many other good and profitable 
books, but none in which is contained fuch a ftore 
of rich treafure, and fublime heavenly myfteries, 
wonderfully wrapped up, and entirely concealed 
! from earthly wifdom and carnal policy. For none 
can know the things of God without the afliftance 
of his Spirit, as appears by i Cor. ii. 10. to 15. 
'' and in many other places too tedious to enu- 
merate. 

Great hath been the concern of the church in 
its largeft colleftive body ; as appears by frequent 
V and very prefling affectionate advice, caution, and 
I counfel to the youth, to read the holy fcriptures, 
\\ and other profitable books, carefully to refrain from 
[ all fuch which may have the leaft tendency to 
I alienate their minds from the holy fear of God, 
and a fober virtuous courfe of life, or which are 
barely for amufement, being unprofitable ; whereas 
time is very precious, fiiort, and uncertain ; there- 
fore it fhould be carefully improved to the foul's 
everlafting advantage- Moreover, that the youth 
do yield ftrift and careful obedience to the Divine 

Monitor 
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Monitor within, to parents, and all thofe who have 
the rule ov^r them witliout, carefully to (hun the 
vain unprofitable amufements^ as well as the cor- 
rupt convcrfation of the world : earncftly admo- 
nifliing all, to avoid every thing in their drefs and 
addrefs, which might have the Icaft tendency to 
render them fuitable for an intercourfc, league, or 
amity with the children of the land •, or of a de- 
praved degenerate world, that wallows in pollution 
and great defilements, left they fhould be drawn . 

Cert. XXV ir. ^^^^^ ^^ Dinah was, by going out to fee the daugh- 

Numb. XXV. ters of the land ; and as the childrep of Jfraelwtxc^ 
by their woeful intimacy with the daughters of 
Moab and Midian. Read the whole chapter*, not 
forgetting the dreadful fall of Solomon^ the wifeft 
king, who, by contrafting intimacy with thofe 
that were ftr^ngers to God, and his holy covenant, 
came to have his heart drawn away from the living 
and true God, who had appeared to him in Gibeon •, 
and fo greatly debafed himfelf, as to bow down to 
thfeir paltry dumb idols. Time would fail to re* 
capitulate one half of the mournful inftances re- 
corded in the holy fcriptures, and other authcntick 
accounts, concerning the hurtful confequences of 
God's people mixing and joining with the nations* 

Nujib^ Ic is their fafety to be feparate, and to dwell alone. 

Our youth have been alfo highly favoured with 
a living powerful miniftrj', which hath often reached 
the TVitnrfs of Gcd in their hearts. What a won-* 
derfu! favour is this ! when we confider that the 
grcaitrc part of Chrijlendom^ almoft ever fince the 
apolllcs davs, have deprived themfelves thereof, 

by 
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by fubftituting human wifdom and learning in its 
place J fo that the panting thirfty foul could meet 
with little from their minifters, but the muddy 
naufeous waters of Bahyhn to drink ; neither could 
they dired to the paftures of Chrift's flock; but 
Lv ^ rounfei was darkened by a multitude of words ' 
without knowledge, and the commandments of 
God made void by the precepts, inventions, and 
injunftions of men. What a blefled time is your 
lot caft in, even when evangelical Light and Truth 
hath difcovered itfelf in perfeft purity ! Oh ! that 
our youth would confider and deeply ponder in 
their hearts, that notwithftanding the great and 
*arneft labours m6ny ways beftowed in godly love 
k *nd zeal for the whx^e fociety's prefer vation in the 
^ way of truth and righteoufnefs, yet very forrowful 
and obvious hath been the dcclenfion in praftice 
of many amongft us. A mournful inundation of 
undue liberties has flowed in ; many have made 
; grievous advances in thofe corrupt perilhing plea- 
i fures, and trifling amufements, which our truly 
pious predeceflbrs wholly denied, and turned their 
backs upon, and have left us large and lively tefti- 
monies, by way of warning and caution, carefully 
to avoid being entangled with fuch yokes of bon- 
dage. All thefe things have prevailed for want of 
abiding in the fear of God, and duly coafidering 
that he is ever pfefent, beholding all our words 
iuid aftions, be they ever fo niuch concealed from 
the view of mortals ; yet he knows them alto- 
gether. When the mind is fufi'ered to turn to his 
pure Witncfs in the heart, we find reproof, cor- 

redtion, 
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rcdtion, and judgment, for giving way to wrong 
things : and as the youth abide in fubjeftion there- 
unto, they will be afraid to tranfgrefs its pure law 
in the mind ; which they will find agree exaftly 
with the precepts and injunftions recorded in holy 
writ, refpefting their duty to God, to their pa- 
rents, and all mankind. 

Tlic reafon why many, who fee their duty, fa^ 
ii^ the performance, is their departing from the 
r : r:cJi: law of liberty, and of the Spirit of life in 
their minds. They may be informed concern- 
ing their duty by outward means and law: but 
the ability is only to be found arifing from the ia- 
ward law, agreeable to Rom. viii. 2. " For the 
" law of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus hath 
*' made me free from the law of fin and death/' 
In obedience and humble fubjeftion to this holy 
law, youth would enjoy that pure peace, heavenly 
ferenity, and fweet confolation of foul, which in- 
finitely furpafleth all the treafures and pleafures of 
the earth •, and would have a well-grounded hope 
of a happy eternity. It is the adverfary that leads 
to that obduracy and felf-willed rebellious ftate of 
mind, to be obferved in fome of the youth, who, by 
their uncontroulable difpofitions, adminifter great 
forrow and anxiety to their parents and friends, 
being puffed up with vain conceits in their unexr 
perienced minds, that they are niore capable of 
judging for themfelves, than thofe of greater ex-r 
perience are for them •, by reafon whereof too 
jnany, it is to be feared, have rulhcd on to the 
ruin of body and foul, 

Very 
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Very great is the danger when the young and \ 

unexperienced arc proiid and opinionated. This' 
naturally raifes above inftru^tiori, putting theni 
out of the Way of being truly profitable, either 
t6 themfel^es or others. Such, unlefs their hearts 
'are mercifully turned by a fupef natural power, 
ate never likely to be fit foi* governing families, or 
to aft as members in the <f hufch of God. Seeing, 
'^iinlefs their unmortified wills arid tenipers are fub- 
mitted to (however unreafoiiable) they will break 
the peace of fociety, arid violate the wholfome^ or- 
der thereof, being like the urifubje<Sted bulls of 
Bajhan. 

When any aflume the outward form of religion, 
arid take upon them to be adive members, with- 
out a change of heart, they prove a painful burthen 
to living members ; neither can fuch nntake fuitable 
help-mates as huibanck or wives ; nor can they iii 
that ftate righdy fill up the honourable ftatipns of 
parents, matters and miftrefles, friends, neighbours, 
or tradefmen^ 1 do therefore, in much affeftion, 
and defire for the welfare of tender youth, caution 
and warn them careiuUy to avoid the company 
arid corivcrfation of fuch, though under the fame 
profefliori j who difregard their parents, and thofe 
who have the rule over them ; who flight or fpeak 
contemptuoufly of their betters^ fuch as niinifters 
and elders, fcff. or of the Chriftiari advices fre- 
quently given forth by the yearly and other meet- 
ings, or of the wholefome difcipline eftabliflied 
amongft us as a people in the wifiiom of truth : 
do not join fuch in marriage, however great the 

D outward 
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outward profpeft may ^pear ; for tender religious 
minds cannot be happy with fuch in .that con- 
nexion. And as the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wifdom, and that which makes and 
keeps the heart clean, learn it in tender age ; by 
it you will be taught to remember your Creator in 
the days of your yoBth, and, agrepable to the \\l 
injunftion of our blefled Lx)rdi to feek firft the 
kingdom of God, and his righteoufnefs, and ail 
things neceflkry here will be added. Divine wif- 
dom, as it is regarded, will direft your fteps in 
the courfe of this fhort pilgrimage, in the choice 
of proper help-mates, and all other affairs of con* 
feqiience. The fame watchful Providence will be 
over you in care, guidance, and proteftion, if you 
look to it, which attended thole who lived in his 
fcfar, as you may read in the holy fcriptures. 

It greatly behoves you to look diligently to the 
foot-fteeps of Ghrift's companions, who walked 
With him through many tribulations, having wafhed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Be truly contented with that low, 
humble, felf-denying way which you fee they 
walked in •, you can never mend it. If you feek 
more liberty than that allows of, it will only bring 
upon you darknefs, pain, and vexation of ipirit. 
Take notice of friends writings in early times, 
and for a confiderable number of years, how won- 
derfully the power andlpve of God was with them, 
and how marvellolufly they were protefted amidft- 
the raging foaming waves of earthly powers, com- 
bined to lay waftc the heritage. What encou- 
7 raging 
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raging and excellent accovmt?s had they to leave 

upon reco^ f<!Mr us, concerning the mighty powerful 

over&adowHig of the canopy of heavenfy Idve and 

Kfc in their religious affemblies, sind oiF the glory ^ 

of God (hining forth amongft them ! Thi3» through 

the mercy of God, is not departed -, though thef p 

have been fome removes thereof. 

Dearly beloved youth : Lay to ireart the great 
(kckoefs of zeal which appears in too many -, thfc 
dimnefs, flatnefs, and the painful gloominds, which 
ipreads itfelf over our aflcmblies in this our day, 
hard to bredc through, many times depriving us 
of the heavenly places in Chjift Jefus our tx>rd ! 
]Lt is not of Him we are in this conditbn, but it 
ccrtdnly is our own fault, becaufe wrong things 
are fut&red to prevail. Oh ! that oyr youth may 
be ftirced up in a godly zeal to cry out fervently *' 
with the prophet ^E/j^j ** Where is the Lord » K»«ig» "t 
^ God of Elijabr' And to be as vigilant as he '^' 
in anient endea.vows to be endued with the fame 
Spirit, to fucceed thofe honourable worthies who . 
are removed from works to receive a biefled re- 
ward. Confider rire byfmefs of your day is to 
come up in a faithful fucccffion, maintaining t^e 
caufc and teftimony of God, left with you l^y 
your.anceftors, or thofe who are removed as above^ 
Stand faft therefore in the liberty purchafcd for 
you by great fufferings, and fhedding of innocent 
blood ; be afraid to trample thereon j which all 
certainly do, who turn away from the truth, as it 
was received, held forth, and maintained by them, 
^ay it be very precious in your eyes from gencr 

P ? ration 
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ration to generation, until time fhall be no more ! 
'irhofe who otherwife eftcem it, turning their backs 
thereupon, violating the bl^flcd tcftimony thereof 
jn its feveral branches, will (\inlefs they repent) 
Jbe wholly reje6t^d and caft off, as being unworthy 
of fo gre^t an honour, as that of holding forth a 
ftandard of truth and righteoufnefe to the nations j 
]ai>d others wiU be called and chofen for that great 
and glorious work: yea, the Lord is able to raife 
up of thofe who may be compared to th^ ftoncs, 
and to make them Ahrabam^s children, by doing 
\{v^ vorks } while thofe, who might have been the 
childrep qf the kingdom, may by di&bediencc pro- 
voke him to exclude them. 

J ihall conclude this affedionate addrefs to our 
youth with the words of Chrift, by his faithful fer- 
Bey.iji.M. vant John^ to the church in Pbiladelpbiay " Be- 
; : " hold I come quickly •, hold that fall which thou 
^* h^, that no ipaq take thy crown. Him that 
•* overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temple 
•* of my God, and he l|iall go no more out •, and 
*' I Will write upon him the name of my God, 
" and the name of the city of my God, which is 
** New y erufaJem, yfhich cometh down out of he^- 
f* veri from my God: and I will write upon him 
ff my new name.*' 
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C H A P T E R 11. 

Containing fome brief Obfervations concerning the 
Nature and Necessity of the New Birth. 

J rr^HE ftanding dpftrine preached by our Lord 
I . X Jcfus Chrift to Nicodemus^ of the neceflity 

of being born again, John iii. 3 — 8. and what is 
delivered by John the Baptift concerning the bap- *^*"^'^^\ 
tifm of Chrift with the Holy Ghoft and fire, being 
the fame in fubftance, which is: alfo.fet forth by 
the prophet Malacht\ under the lively metaphors 
i of a refiner's fire^ a purifier of Jilver^ and fullef^s Mil. Hu 1, 

\ fi^^pi with many other paffages of like import in*' ^*^ 
* ^ l^oiy writ, although qf the utmoft confequence to be 
i rightly ur^derftoqd, weightily confidered, and deeply 

i pondered by all, is by the generality much over- 

looked, and amazingly neglefted. That which 
[ alone can lay a fure foundation for happinefs, both 

in time and eternity, is hardly thought of by many 
with delire, or even with any degree of feriouf- 
nefs J unleA it be to fhun and evade the force of 
that power, which thereby would feparate them 
from their beloved lufts, and fielhly gratifications. 
In order to effed this, many and exceedingly ab- 
furd have been the conjeftures and dreams of a 
great part of mankind ; but all to ihun the crofs; 
that corrupt felf, with all its feeming rich treafure 
and adorning, might be faved. This felf, in m^y, 
has been more fond of a religious kind of orna- 
ment and treafure, than thofe of any other fort 5 
towards whom the fpbtile transformer hath not 

been 
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been wanting plentifully to furnifh aU thofc minds 
who have a religious turn. Antichrift, as an emi- 
nent * author obferves, can bring forth in his 
church a Ukenefs or imitation of every thing that 
is to be found in Sion. O then ! how greatly it 
behoves mankind to prefs after a certainty ; fincc 
nothing can pofllbly center the foul in a more de^ 
plorable ftate, than a miftake of this kind. 

But fomc arc apt to doubt whether fuch a thing 
as an infallible evidence of our adoption is attain- 
able here ; though fo fully aflcrted in the holy fcrip- 
tiures. This is not to be wondered at, with refpeft 
to thofe who are in the natural, unrenewed ftate 5 
feeing the natural man, according to PauTs doc- 
1C0r.ii.14. trine, " underftandeth not the things of the Spirit 
^' of God, neither indeed can he know them^ . 
*' becaufc they are fpiritually dlfcerncd." But I 
am perfvided none, who have reaHy experience^ 
the new birth, remain doubtful or fcRipulous con* 
ceming this important truth. It feems to me» 
altogether unreafonable to fuppofe Infinite Good-, 
nefs, who knows the fallibility and great weak- 
nefs of his creature man, fhould leave any, whole 
hearts are fully devoted to yield obedience to his 
will, in a ftate liable to miftake the fame, or in 
any wife ignorant of his divine approbation, upon 
a careful dilcharge of their duty to him. This 
holy evidence in faithful fouls is indeed the white 
ftone, and in it a new name written, which no^e 
know fave thofe who receive it ; being an affurance 
that their names are written in heaven: fron^ 

• }. Penington. 
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whence arifes^a joy^ which is unlpeakable and full 
of glory. 

A fenfe of the wrath of God againft evil, doth 
often make deep impreffions upon the minds of 
many ; fo that they in painful remorfe are ready 
to cry out for mercy and forgivenefs of their fins.- 
And feeing this fenfibility upon the mind of man, 
that he hath difpkafed his Creator, neither doth 
nor can proceed from any thing in man, but the 
pure witnefs of God placed there ; fo it is quite rca- 
fonable to conclude, that this divine Witnefs, upon 
our faithfully difcharging the duty wc^owe to God, 
according to its difcoveries, will imprefs our minds 
with a fweet fenfe of divine approbation, agreeable 
to Rom. viii. 16. " The Spirit itfelf bearcth wit- 
*• nefs with our Ipirit, that we are the children of 
*' God.** With many other paffages in holy writ 
of like import. 

When any are really difpded to be religious, 
great care fhould be taken in their firft fetting out. 
Many have been marred upon the wheel, for want 
of patience to endure proper tempering ; endea- 
voiaring to be fonhed into veflcls, before they 
have pafled through the neceflary operation. This 
has been for want of thoroughly knowing thcm- 
felves. For ev«y thing that appertains to the crea- 
turely wiU, and forwardnefs of defire to chufe and 
a6t for itfelf, muft die upon the crofs j therefore 
there mufl: be a remaining as a chaos without form 
and void, to endure/all Ibrts of ftonns and tem- 
pefts, xuuil the eiF€<a:ive: Wo^d faith, Let there be 
light f making by his Qwn power a perfed feparation . 

between 
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tween the light and darknefs in the little WQrldy 
{viz. man) as he did in the great world. Until 
this is really experiecned, man is not in a Condition 
to be placed upon the wheel, to be formed into 
a veflel of honour. But there mtift be a time foi" 
drying, . and enduring the furnace. 

Thefe wonderful operations, which I have, in V 

an allegorical way, only juft touched upon, muft 
neceflarily make very deep and lafting itnpreflionsi I 

upon all, who have been fo happy as fo far to 
experience the nature of that regeneration, with- 
out which none can fee the kingdom of God. I 
When any are come thus far, th^e will be no oc- 

cafion to make ufe of dreams and uncertain con- ! 

I 

je6tures in forming a judgm.cnt concerning their , 

adoption. That divine birth which is raifed in: A 
them, naturally cries, Abba, Father! leaving them 
no room to doubt, when he is pleafcd to appear 
(which they are taught to wait in the patience for) of 
their having pafled from death unto life ; or being 
tranflated from under the power of dark^iefs into 
the kingdom of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; which 
confifteth in rightcoufnefs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft. 

The great danger of man*s being deceived lies 
in the myfteripus workings of Satan, who has a 
ftrong hold in thofe, who, upon their firft awaken- 
ing by the call of Chrift, have not fufFered hi$ 
power fo far to prevail, as to make them willing 
ta part with all for his fake. There is fomething 
exceedingly reluctant in the ftrong fpirit and will 
of man, to the falling into nothiognefe of fclf, 

and 



and be whoBy ^vcn up to be guided and upheld 
by another. This in part arifcs fhwn the excel- 
lency of Ms frame, and nobilky of his uh^B^rftand* 
ing, who finds himfelf in natunds capable of ef- 
[ fefting groat things, and knows not, tiH his eyes 
U are opened and enlightened from above, but that 
• he is ecjually capable of comprehending i^hat re- 
lates to him concerning the ^rld to come. In- 
ftcad therefore of whoily^ ccafing from his own 
will, and relying altogether upon the guidance <^ 
the Holy Spirit, he is very apt to be a^ve, and 
imagines God will be pleafcd with his dfligence, 
I in the performance of what he apprehends to be 
religious duties 5 fach as praying, finging, preach- 
N ing, or eagerly feeking to join others in thofe 
I performances; often telUng his experiences, and 
hearing thofc of others. Whereas it would be 
I ^undantly more plealing to the Almighty, and 
profitable to himfelf, to ky his mouth in the duft^ 
filently to commune with his own heart, and be 
j ftill, until it fliaH pleafc the Lord to fend forth his 
light and hi^ truth, that the poor helplefs creature 
may move and a£k in a religious fenfe, with an un- 
dcrftanding informed thereby : feeing every thing / 
that is done in religion and worfhip, without the 
lenfible guidance of the Holf Spirit, is will-wor- 
flbip and idolatry: for if the Spuit of Chrift dotfe 
not move and aAuate us m religious performances, 
we are liable to the influences of the Ijpirit of ahti- 
chrift. 

Yet Jfome perhaps, by wayofexcufq for their 

not being influenced by the Spifit of Truth in their 
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religion, are 'ready tOjQallit. enthufi^fm and pre- 
fumpUQu:in fthofe wha afiert the neccflity thereof, 
feemineto imagine there is no fuch thjag in our 
time- to be relied upon> yet they will readily own 
it was lb in the a{)oftles:days. But they can give 
no good reafon why.-the fame divine .power and j 

efficacy fliould forfake the true church ; fince man- \^ 

l^iind have' equaj need , thereoi^ , and the .nature of ] 

God's difpenfation- is now the famd as it was * 

^ then. . . ...... . ' . 

Common prudence teacheth us to examine 
ftridly into die clearnefs and validity of our titles 
to earthly eftates, that we may be fully fatisfied 
we are not deceived or impofed. upon by falfc 
glofles and fpecious pretences. SJiall we Jbe lefs foli^ > 

citous about that which is of infinitely greater mo- m 
ment J wz. oyr title to an everlaftifig inhjeritance ? \ 

Man fliouW Ke very jealous over hM own heart, \ 

which is apt to ^be partial towards <_ijtfelf, and,' 
through the^a||$f§r^atipn of Sata^,^ to footh and 
flatter him ; intQ.; an apprehenfion that he is in the j 

way.to^e;weflafting happinefs, when in ideality it is 
quite Qthcrwifc. But, alas ! his criterion to form 
a judgment of himfslf by may be the fame as 
that of , thf Pbarifeej who went VP.,^9 ^he temple 
to pray^.or rather to recapitulate his own fuppofed 
excellencies. He pprbaps meafures himfelf by 
himfelf,. or by. comparing his principles and con- 
'dvjft in life wit}> thofe* of others •, wliereas .nothing 
flioulS Be* 'received as a ftand'ard. in this very im- 
portant cafe, but the ftamp of divine approbation 
upon "the h<^art ',^' ^agreeable to .Rom. viii. ^14/15, 
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1 6. ' « l^^f as' maiiy^ as W led by • the- SpWr of 
*' Godi they -are. Hhe -forts 6f God.' For ye have 
" notTeceived the ^k*ii(jf bondage again 't6 Fear ; 
^' but ye • have l-eceived ; the Ipirit of adbptioiij 
*^ whereby we cry; Abba, Father. The Spirit it- 
L " felf bcareth witnefs with biif fpirit, that we are 

\1 « thcehildreRofGod.'* 

r Having offered a few hints by way of caution, 

in order that all into' whofc hands this ihall come 
«iay examine thetnfelves without partiality, left 
they fall inadvertently into an irreftrieVable tniftake 
refpefting the eternal falvation of their owrv^ fouls, 
I ftiall how endeavour to fet. forth, from mjne own 
, experience, a little of the^ nature of that new'birth, 

L without which none can fee the .kingdom of God; 

: ) cohfequently are no true members of his church, 
[. which is his kingdom, and frequently called hea- 

I ven, and the kingdom of heaven, in tlie holy 

fcriptures. It cannot therefore be fuppofed, that 
I a perfon wholly uriregeperate can be pro'^erly qua- 

lifted for the perforipance of any relig;ious duty, 
or even phe le'aft fervicp in t|iat kingdomj wHkh hp 
doth not fo piych ^s fee. 

} h^ye, by e5fperien5e from my childhood? found 
t:wo fpirit§ pr feeds ftriving. in ipe for maftery or 
pjilc : I l^ave difcovered.theip to be irreconcileable 
enemips one to th^ oth^r j and that I could not 
ferve them both at the fame time. I had an un- 
derftanding given me, whereby I knew one of 
thofe feeds was a meafure of the All-powerful In-, 
exhauftible Source of Goodnefs ; and the other> 
which had indeed in a manner leavened the whole 
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lmif$ wai» 9f « mcW wd diabolied! Mture. 

By mean^ of this €Om:qp!t leavw, I iud a ftroi^ 

bi^ to evU of many kiads ; fidvenibeleis) I oSxjsA 

found the gpod &-ikk^g at the evil, as an ax laid 

to the root thereof, a^ecable to MaUh* iU. to. m 

order to.^^ftroy that which deprived the Heir ef 

all things of his inheritance. I w»$ ^oiag in a kind 

of fufp?nce, unrefcfived which to joiiii wi^h ; yet 

hw all ; (kpeiaded ypon my determiiuitiofi, and 

^ that I had full povirer of choice. On the one 

hand,, when the awakening vifiutions of God'a 

Spirit .were \iponme, it ^>pei«red very dreadful 

JO provokje w Omnipotem Bein^ of unntierited 

kindnefe and mercy, to caft thy foul into ever- 

lafting perdition^ On the other hand, efjpecially 

when thofe blefled impreffions were fomewhat worn 

off,, it was next to death itfelf to yield up all my 

lenfijal gratifications, and to expofe myfclf to the 

fcorn and contempt of the world. However, in 

procels of time, the Lord in gracious condefcen* 

fion broke in upon my foul^ by his judgments 

'mixed with mercy, in luch a powerful manner, as 

that 1 was made willing to yield up thereuntp^ 

come life or death. For indeed I looked for 

nothing elfe at that time, but really expefted my 

frail body would fink down under the weight of 

that unipe^kable difttefs which was upon me, and 

that my finful foul muft be centered m a ftatc of 

e^erlafting mifery. Now the cry was with Saul^ 

afterwards PauU with trenibling an4 aftonilhment, 

,^ . ^ ** Lord ? what wilt thou have me to do .?** There 

Acts IX, 0. 

was ho holding back, or fccret referve then, but 

whatever 
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^wliaficver was c^^ for mA ^mt tl^v v^h aS if«i^ 
^itieft : tli^ b^Ag^l I cMltf <he«r do. Ai$ tapei^ 
^fbiiMiti^ r«ligi<Hi^ dtftiesi, J had dM«tt Ull M fekitl, 
though I had httfi tratn^ np fi^dm mf infancy in 
a fb'ift refigkHa* w^ by godly ptrrtw. But the 
ttry beft of«w^ he^s, arid the mcSt ctofiftewt 
fctbf celigioas prineiples^ 0fi»fy prrfrtfed^ cdfuidt 

f" at all enrich the fet^l with hesctenty grace. 

By careftiBy ertquirirtg a* abote, I f06ft desuiy 
perceived my bufincfe was to watch auid pray cc«i- 
tinually; to commune with mine own hearty or 
die Wttnefs rfGod therein, that I might reteiwe 
frcfli inftnaftion and help ai I h*l need. Self- 
denial, and taking up tl^ erofs daify^, v(M to be 

^, my conftant employ ; in the doing whererf 1 had 

much inwaid peace and comfott, md a weit- 
g^ounded hc^ that I ftiould thereby ftid^ in the 
Lord'd time, the body of fm fo Weakened, as tluit 
the y<^e of Chriflt Would become ea^,^ and his 
burthen fight. 

In order to a happy progfefe m the Itffe of f e- 
%ion, the great thing is, by abiding ift the Divine 
L%ht, to preferve a ele^* and diftirtguiftiing fen- 
fibility between the flefh and the Spirit. The!« k 
no doing this without great carjB aftd fteady atten- 

[ tion of txiitiA upon the Divine Gift, if the eye 

I goes from this, it is blinded by the dariinei^;. thef| 

th^ man fe liable to be miffed by a counterfeit Hght, 
and various refembknces, which Satan wHl caft m 
his way for guidance and initrU£bion, perfuading ^ , 

him aH is wt^ll and right. To be fa mifled, andl 
therein cftabfifhcd, is a truly deptorable ftatej it 

being 
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Mng, vjCty. unlikely fuchlhould cycr be perfuacfed 
to hcjieve they aremiftaken, as they often deride 
whatever appears doubtful concerning their relir 
gion and; worlhip. This wa& evidently the cafe 
with a fet of profefTors of uncommon outward 
fanctity and punftual exaftnefs in the exteriors of 
their religion, in the time of our Saviour's per- 
fonal appearance upon earth; notwithftanding 
which, thefe very people appeared to be the moft 
inveterate enemies he had amongll mankind. Seer- 
ing theiiefore frail mortals arq liable to fuch dan- 
geraus miftakQSr how exceedingly. circumipcft and 
watchful oughl: all to be ! and what frequent an^i 
ftrift fcrutinies ought they to make into the ftate 
of their own hearts I -which can be known, no 
otherwife by any, but as the I^mkI is pleaftd to 
-fend forth his heart-feawchihg. light. . This is a 
high favour, which none r;eeeive but thpfe who ar« 
turned from the darknefs, and are, fervently con- 
cerned to put away all the works thereof. Very 
grofs is the deception of thofe, »vyho imagine the 
work of th^ir converfion to be an inftantaneous 
work.' This can.be nothing ?lfe but a delufion of 
Satan, to fettle people at reft in a ftate of felf- 
Jecurity as fpon as he can. Oh ! what ^ length ftf 
time it take$, to work out that rebcUiouSj ftiff- 
pecked, backfliding nature, which was -^rn in 
Egyft^ before the new genjpr^tion is raifed up, that 
is fit to. enter the proniifcd land ! 

From what is before hinted, it may be under- 
ftood, that the Good Seed, or Heavenly Principle 
arifmg jnto afcendancy in us over the evil feed or 

principle^^ 
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principle, andjeavening the three meafurcs: ef 
meal into its own nature, is efSentially a being 
bom again, or with water and fhe Spirit, or being 
baptized with the Holy Ghoft and fire ; or man's - 
enduring the operation of the refiner's fire, fuller's . 
foap, and being purified as filver ; all which me- 
taphors fignify to us, in a very inftrudive numncr, 
the different operations of the Holy Spirit •, which 
is to the willing foul fometimes as w^er, to wa(h 
and bathe in, and alfo to drink of freely ; ^t other 
tirites aYa refiner's fife, to. purge away the filth 
and drofs, that man may be as ptire gold^ pre- 
pared to, receive the image and fuperfcript^on.of 
the King of Heaven-, that fo, wt^re-ever he goes, 
or whatever he . doth, all who have their eyes 
opened inay fee whofe fubjeft he is. ; 

It is very obferv^ble, that the prophet Malacbij 
when he had elegantly fet forth the nature of the 
new birth, breaks out 'in the fourth verfeof.the 
third chapter on this wife: ^' Then Ihall theof- 
« ferings of Judab and Jerufalm be pjeafant 
'' unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
** former years ;" which clearly implies man's un- 
acceptable ftate with his Maker, in any religious 
performances, until he hath previoufty. known the 
cleanfing and refinmg operations before-mentioned. 
What then will become.of thofe who have intruded 
^^hemfelves intorel^ious fcrvices, and amongft his 
faithful followers, not having! on the wedding- 
gkrmenti who would pafs for his people, yet can- 
not find, by examining the ftate of their minds 
ttfpeciing religion, ..that they Jxaye trod thepcthof 
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regeiiOfiliicNi) nor pa&d ijirough the ^any and 
VMriwfi pangtof che new bktfi. 

When iBan hath, dirough the powatful ;^- 
vaknceof the Divine Principle, obtained viftory 
in ft good degree oiFer eyil, his foul abouiKls with- 
evidence and tekens of his happy attainments, 
throu^ the Lord JefUs Chiift ; to whom with d>e ^5 

Father, dircHiigh the influence of t^ Holy Spirit, 
pralfe, adoration, <ifid thanksgiving, are ofl^red up 
as ineenfewtfh acceptance; he enjoys an abundant * 
flow oi heavenly Jovp, to thofe efpedally of the 
iflmf ttne^e, begotten of the £ime Everiafting 
Vttthier, agree^Ue to i Jcbn iii. 14. ^< We know 
^^ t&^t we have pafled from death unto life, be- 
^ C^ufir we lo¥e the brethren." It is then become n 

as his meat and drink to do the will of God ; he ' 1 

Ipokfi with indifl^rirnce upon worldly enjoyment, 
wiien compared with religion and the weighty con-r 
cems thereof ( his body, foul, and outward fubb 
ftanoe are offered up to die Great Giver; being 
^ffm^ ^it> to fpend and to be Ipent for the promo- 
tion of tntth, according to the degree of its re- 
quirkigfi ; oure^ (hat all he doth may tend to 
God^$ gioiy. Thefe particulars, and much more 
^than I can f<t forth, are done from a mature le^ 
fuk of a weUrinforaied uod^lilanding and found 
judgment, wUch canpoc fail of producing great 
peace V^ heariiienly fokce, whereby he is n^ightily ' 
encouraged to perlcvtre. 

Oh \ that smuskind would bar come clearly 19 
fee the .necefiity of begimui^ in the Spirit, and 
walkiqg therein, agrecalak .to xhf. advice and prac- 
tice 
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tice of the primitive Ckriftians ! then they would 
not fulfil the lufts of the flefh. The fpirit that 
lufteth to envy, and feeks vengeance, would be 
flain. Here outward wars and fightings would 
ceafe of courfe ; the caufe being taken away, the 
efFeft would be no more. A felfilh covetous fpirit, 
which feeks undue advantage to the injury of 
others, would be purged out. Here we fhould 
have power to love our neighbours as ourfelves, 
and to do unto all as we fhould be done unto, were 
we in their fituation. All thefe, and many more 
good fruits, would fpring up naturally fix)m the 
new creation in Chrifl Jefus our Lord. But thofe 
who have not the ground-work in themfelves, and 
lack the virtues of the Holy Spirit, which arc 
fet forth in the fcriptures of truth, are blind, and 
cannot fee that it is poffible to attain thofe exalted 
Chriflian virtues now as it was in the apoftles days ; 
and therefore imaginations, dreams, and conjec- 
tures abound amongfl: outfide Chriftians (who 
are numerous) concerning the way and means of 
^obtaining that falvation which comes only by 
being born from above. Some fay, Lo ! here is 
Chrifl ! Others fay, Lo ! he is there ! but ftill 
evade the crofs. If that did not flick in the way, 
they would furely embrace the right thing, as it is 
fo fully fet forth and defcribed in the holy fcrip- 
tures. 

The teflimonies thereof have enforced, however, 
an aflfent to the truth of the do6trine of the new 
birth, both in Papifls and Proteftants. But alas ! 
their apprehenfions concerning its riature'are ex- 

F cecdingly 



34. On the Nature and Nttejfity 

ceedlngly obfcure and carnal, making the fpriak- 
ling of infants with a little water (which they call 
baptifm) eflential thereunto-, nay, the manner of 
their expreffing themfelves on this fubjeft, inthc 
confeflion of their faith to the world, feems in my 
apprehenfion to make that ceremony all, or the 
chief, that is intended by being born from above ; 
or that the operations of the Spirit for that end 
are infallibly connefted to the operation of water, 
Papifts fay, " We mull believe that Jefus Chrift 
'> has inftitutcd in his church feven facramcnts, or 
" myfterious figns and inftrumental caufes of di- 
" vine grace in the foul : baptifm, by way of a 
'' new birth, by which we are made children of 
** God, and walked from fin: confirmation, by 
*' which we receive the Holy Ghoft by the im- . 
" pofition of the hands of the fucceflbrs of the 
" apoftles*, ^cr The Proteftant Church of 
England faith, in confcfling their faith to the 
world, " In my baptifm (they mean fprinkling 
" infants) wherein 1 was mad^ a member of Chrift, 
" the child of God, and an inheritor of the king- 
" dom of heaven." After an infant is fprinkled, 
^ the prieft fays, " Seeing now, dearly beloved bre- 
. " thren, that this child is by baptifm regenerate 
« and grafted into the body of Chrift*s church, 
« let us give tlianks, Gfi:/* And again, ". We 
•' yield thee moft hearty thanks, moft merciful 
" Father, that it hath pleafed thee to regenerate 
« this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him 



* P«pi/h Manual of Spiritual Excrcifes, page 4. 
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" for thy own Ghild by adoption, and to incor- 
*' porate hini into thy holy church *, 6? ^.*' 

From thefe evafions it appears man hates death 
to felf, and had rather look any way than that 
which is likely to ftrip him of all his beloved trea* 
Ik fure ; though if he was not very blind and ignorant 

f concerning tis true intereft, he would eafily fee 

that his fuppofed lofi would make way for his 
greateft gain. However, this unhappy reluftancc 
in man to the trlie way, has put him upon ftrain- 
ing his invention, to find an eafier way to the 
kingdom of felicity, of becoming heir of two 
kingdoms ; of ferving God and mammon, though 
we are aflured that is impoflible. Many would 
V fain imagine, that man may be faved merely by 

f the imputation of Chrift's righteoufnefs ; which, 

if rt were true, wouid be a mighty palatable doc- 
trine to a multitude of felf-lovers. Some, who 
do not fall in with this opinion, but believe they 
muft repent, and that they ought to experience 
th(? evil purged out by the fpirit of judgment and 
burning, do yet put off this great tvork, refting 
I with a kind of hope, that they Ihall be fitted for 

\ everlafting happinefs thereby fome time before 

f they go hence; and build much upon the great 

mercy and long-fuflrering of the Almighty, catch- 
ing eagerly at the fudden converfion of Paul^ and 
•of the thief upon the crofs. Oh! how exceeding 
ipconfiderate are fuch delays ! A faying of Chry- 
fojlom is worthy to be noted, viz, '' God promifes 
♦^ mercy to penitent finners, but he doth not pro- 

* Catechifm ansi Publick Biptifm, 
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" mife them, that they fhall have fo much time 
*' as to-morrow for their repentance!" Others there 
be, who imagine, converfion is eflFefted in an in- 
ftanf, and in order that their deception may be 
cffeftual, the falfe prophet caufes fire to come 
down as from heaven in their fight •, he that is 
prince in the airy region, raifes vehement heats 
and agitations upon their paflions. This they call 
the workings of the Spirit upon them for their 
converfion ; immediately after which a I^ind of 
heaven is formed, wherein they take their reft with 
a feeming fecurity, crronepufly fuppofing their 
calling and eleftion are made fure, and that they 
can never fall from faving grace, which they doubt 
inot of having in their pofleffion. Oh ! how dan- 
gerous is fuch a fecurity ! 

Much more might be written concerning the 
many falfe refts and vifionary heavens which poor 
mortals, through the fubtlety of Satan, and their 
own inattention, are deluded to repofe themfelves 
in ; which might all be happily prevented, were 
they to enter into the fheepfold by Chrifi^ the door 
and way to the everlafting kingdom, which ;s 
opened and prepared for the foul to travel in, by 
his inward appearance, as before noted. , He will 
certainly count all thieves and robbers, who come 
into his church any other way. 

What abundance of robbery is found in thee, 
O Chriftendom ! what ftealing the name of Chdft, 
and the experience of Qod's people formerly, to 
live upon, and alfp to feed one another with ! Oh, 
^hat mvi|titudes there are of unwholefome barreri 

paftors, 
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paftors, and poor, lean, ftarved flocks, anK)ngfl: - 
moftor all focieties of Chriftian profeflbrs! Their 
poor low condition, as to religion, induces them 
;o, put forth their hands and Ileal. Can the God 
of jufticc and truth delight in robbery for burnt- 
L offerings ? No ; fuch facrifices are an abomination 
P to him. His regenerate ones, theugh often tried 
with great poverty of fpirit, dare not fteal ; know- 
ing nothing will find acceptance with the. Source 
of Infinite Goodnefs, but that which is of his own 
immediate begetting. He will fmell a fweet favour 
from that, although it be but a ligh or a groan; 
which may be compared with the acceptable offer- 
ing of the poor under the law, of a pair of turtle- 
^ doves, or two young pigeons ; and with the wi- Mark xiu 

\ ^ dpw's two mites caft into the treafury, taken notice end.* 
of by our Lord, Thofe poor humble dependant 
ones, who are made perfedtly honeft by the juft 
and upright principle prevailing in them, and 
waiting the Lord's time, may be, and often arc, 
' furnifhed with larger offerings, and do greatly in- 
creafe with the increafe of God, 
I To conclude this head, I fhall thus fum up the 

)i m.atter ; viz. that man*s great bufinefs, upon his 

f firfl a^f&^^ening out of the Qeep or flupefadion of 

fin,, is pafTively to yield himfelf into the hands of 
his faithful Creator, that he may be pleafed to 
work in and upon him, to will and to do of his 
pwn good pleafure. His foul muft, with the ut- 
moft care, endeavour to abide in that which en- 
ables incefTantly to pray, " Thy kingdom come, 
.^^ |ind thy will be done on earth, as it is done in 

*' heaven,,^ 
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** heaven/* This bent of heart, through the grace 
of God, is a fufficient guard or defence againft all 
the fubtle attempts of Satan to beguile and de- 
ceive, and nothing elfe. The moft crafty devices 
of the advcrfary can never prevail to pluck fuch 
an one out of the Almighty's hands •, and by abiding 
therein, he is created anew in Chrift Jefus unto 
good works, having fpiritual fenfes given, that he 
may continually exercife them in difcerning be- 
tween good and evil. His heart being made pure 
in a good degree by the fprinkling of the moft 
precious blood of Chrift, his conftant care is, 
through Divine afliftancc, to preferve it fo, that 
he may be pleafed to tabernacle with him, on 
whom help is laid ; who is made of God, to fuch 
paffive upright fouls, their wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
fanftification, and redemption. They receive from 
him thofe qualifications, which enable them to 
co-work with the Spirit, and perfeftly to undcr- 
ftand thfc proper bufinefs of their day, both in the 
world as ftrangers and pilgrims, and in the church 
of Chrift, as living members thereof. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Relating to the Nature of True Worship •, with 
fomc Remarks upon the State of our Society, 
both as in eaCrly Times, and now. 

HE nature of acceptable worfliip is fct forth 
by our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, in a 
manner wonderfully adapted to the fubjed •, viz. . 
that it is to be performed in Spirit and in Truth, jokni^^ij. 
The rcafon is given, " Becaufe God is a Spirit ;" ^^- 24. 
and therefqre, " they that worfhip him, muft. , 
*' worfhip him in Spirit and in Truth." Not in 
the ceremonial, fliadowy, and typical worfhip of 
the Jews ; (tho* becaufe o£ weaknefs it was dif- 
penfed to them, until a better hope, and more 
I excellent worfhip was brou^t in ; whereby man 

has a nearer accefs to the Divinity, and a better 
knowlege of himfelf : here fuch a brightncfs of 
heavenly glory appears, as caufeth all figns, figures, 
and types, to vanifh away) but in the truth and 
real fubflance of all that was typified and pre- 
figured by the ceremonial law of Mo/eSj the righr 
I teoufnefs of that law being fulfilled in thofe wha 

I ^ walk and worfhip in the Spirit. 
j The foul muft bow in perfeft fincerity, humldc 

profh^tion, and a deep inward fenfe of its owh 
frailty, want, and unworthincfs ; being at the fame 
time deeply impreflfed with a lively fenfe of tht 
Lord's adorable greatnefs and goodnefs ; from 
which fenfibility renewed upon the mind, • by Him 
alone who is the fglc objed of worfhip, thankf- 

giving 
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giving and praifes afcend, for the multitude of his 
mercies received, and reverent prayer, either men- 
tal or vocal (according as the mind feels itfelf in- 
fluenced or diredted by the Holy Anointing) for 
the continuance of his gracious prefervation in the 
way of rfghteoufnefs ; agreeable to Epb. vi. i8. 
' ** Praying always with all fupplication in the-Spirit, 1 

*^ and watching thereunto with all perfeverance, | 

^ and fupplication for all faints.'* 

It is clearly to be underftood, by what our Lord 
faid to the woman of Samaria before-mentioned, 
that acceptable worfhip is not to be confined to ! 

any particular place, mode, form, or ceremony 
whatfoever ; which was a deception mankind had 
too generally fallen into, and greatly wanted to be ^ 

drawn from, being then, as well as now, too apt M 

to reft fatisfied with exterior performances ; which 
altho* fome of them once were to the Jews in con- 
defcenfion difpenfed, yet not even then fubftituted 
in the place of fpiritual worfliip, nor at all accept- 
able without the bowing of the foul as above. 
But now our Lord fhews the outward was to be 
laid istfide, and not to continue in his glorious fpi- 
ritual difpenfation any longer; a dangerous fhare 
for man to pleafe himfelf with and reft in. But 
tt could hardly be expefted that fo much, or fo 
great a mafs of outward obfervations could becaft ' 
off all at once ; yet in the apoftles days the church 
wag wonderfully (for the time) brought out of , 
them, as appears by thofe few things laid upon 
the Gentiles. But alas ! the Chriftian church (fo 
called) inftead of leaving all, and becoming purely 

fpiritual. 
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ipirimal gradually decayed as to life and pdwer*, 
and incrcafed in ceremonies aftd outward obfervav * 
tionsi until fhe became'asfuUofthemas ever the 
Jewifti church was* Then fhe got full pofleffion 
of the outward court, having nothing to erijoy 
but her own inventions, and td glory' in Babylon;, 
which fhe had built inftead of Sion^ until her mea- 
fure, Ihbuld be filkd up, and her determined Over- 
throw was to take place. 

Paul faith to the Pbilippians, « For we are the chap.iii. i, 
*' circumcifion which worfhip God in Spirit, and 
*« rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence 
" in the flefh/* What circumcifion is here irf- ' 
tended, appears from Rom. ii. 28, '129. C(?/. ii; 11. 
That the generality of Chriftian profeflbrs, of every 
•denomination, have lamentably deviated'from this 
kind of worfliip, requires not much penetration 
to difcover. And tho' the great Author of the 
Chriftian religiori 'hath fo fully exprefled his will 
and pleafure in this moft important point, yet rnany 
will not be fatisfied without a kind of worfhip that 
the man's part can be aftive in ; that hath fome- 
thing in it capable to amufe the outward fenfes : 
they would yet worfhip the Molt High with human 
abilities, or the work of men's hands j and by an 
tinjuflifiable veneration, which fome. endeavour to 
keep up for* old mafs houfes, and other places of 
worfhip, calling them churches, houfes of God, 
holy places, 6?r. they feem to maintain, a doc- 
trine contrary t^ the teflimony of that holy martyr 
Stephen-, " Howbeit the Moft High dwellethnot ^^g^jj .^^ 
** in temples made with hands, as faith the pro- 

G *' phetj 
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•« phct \ and that of the great apoftic rf the 
^^^^ Gentilis : « God that made the world, and ^ 
*^ thmgs therein, feeing that he is Lord of heaveft 
** and earth, dwelleth not in tcmjples made wida 
^< hftnds ; neither is worfhipped widi men's hands, 
«* as tho* he needed any Aing, feeing he giveth 
«♦ to all life, and breath, and aQ things.** 

Moft Proteftants, tho* they have caft off much 
of the Romijh fuperftition, ftill retain fome outward 
ceremonies and obfcrvations very unfuitable to the 
Ipirituality of the gofpel diipenfation, for which 
they have no divine authority, nor any cobur of 
, '5yarrant, but what is patched up from the example 
of fome in the primitive church ; which being then 
juft arifing out q£ a load of ceremonies, could not 
be wholly weaned from every thing of that kind 
at once j and therefore fcyeral of thcfe things were 
for a time condefcended iintp ; it being, tho* jp. very 
glorious beginning, but the morning of the golpel- 
day, and infancy of the Chriftiarf church, fhe won- 
derfully abounded with heavenly power, in order 
to make her way in the world. Yet, by the rifing 
higher and higher of the Sun of Righteoofhefs, whp 
rules the everlafting day of God*s falvation, flie was 
to put on all her beautiful garments 5 to make herfelf 
quite ready for the bridegroom, and, by a gradual 
increafe of clear difcoveriesj^ was to grow intp ma- 
M«tth.ix. turity of wifdom, and ripenefs of judgment. Our 
**' '^* Lord clearly intimates the great danger of tacking 
any thing of the old ceremonial difpenfation to the 
new gofpel difpenfation 5 fhcwing they would by 
no means agree, or fafely fubfifl together. This 

the 
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the experience of many generations can fuljy de- 
clare. Oh ! what rents, fchifins, and tearing pf the 
pure undcfiled religion of Chrift to pieces, have 
there been by means c^ retaining hmc patches of 
the old garment 1 

Yet there hach been a godly travail, and an 
ardent labour prcfervcdf even through the darkeft 
ages of fupcrftition and idolatry, by the tnic church, 
tho* hidden from carnal eyes, as in a wildemefi, 
that fhe might caft off this heavy eclipfing mafs of 
outward oWcrvations : there were many rifmgs up, 
through the divine power, agaiiift it, eipecially 
the grojQfcftpwit thereof J but the moft cxtraordi* 
nary, as to its condftency with the unmixed purity 
of the gofpel, was about the middle of the laft 

\ century. Then evangelical light and truth ap-^ 
pearcd, without the blendings of ceremonies and 
outward obfcrvations. When the L^ord, by his 
over-ruling power, had ere6ted this bleflcd ftandard 
of fimple truth, and pure righteoufnefs, jnany thou» 
iands flocked to it, and fpoke the language, in a 
confKkrable degree, fet forth by way of enquiry. 
Cant, vL 10. ** Who is ftie ! that, looketh forth as 
^ the morning, fair as the moon, dear as the fun, 

\\ •« and terrible as an army with banners?*' Terrible 

' indeed they were to the man of fin, the Ion of 
perdition, afnd were mighty inftruments in the 
Xx)id'$ hand to reveal him. A great annoyance 

I they were to the merchants of Baiylen^ and thofc 

who enriched themfelves by the fuperftitious wares 
thereof-, which, through the witchcraft and en- 
chantmwts of the ^eat whore and her daughters, 

; Q% mankind 
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mankind were 4eluded to buy of them j tho* now 
the wicked craft is rnuch more fecn in all its tranf- 
formarions, than it was at their firft rifing. 
" They eridured a great fight of affliftion ; but 
through all, they with patient but undaunted firm- 
nefs maintained theiir ground, and were made vie- i 

torious through fufferihgs, as the Captain of their < I 
felvation was. The everlafting gofpel was preach- 
ed by them in great demonftration of thfe fpirit, 
and with power \ in fum and fubftance as it was to 
i^cv,xiv. 7. be preached after the apoftafy : f^ Fear God, and 
** give glocy to' him ; for the hopr of his judgment 
" is come : and worfhip him that m^dp heaven and 
"earth, and the fe^, and the fountains of water." i 

. This- was indeed coming to the fubftancp, after 
men had wearied themfelves with abundance of .1 
toil' in vain, catching nothings but vanity and vex- 
ation of fpirit. Jf any would receive this gofpel,* 
thus preached according to the true intent and I 

meaning thereof, there was no room to evade the^ 
crofs of Chrift," which is the power of God to 
falvation. - -There. is ho liberty here to retain a few 
ceremonies fef- decency's fake, and to invite the 1 

Papills av<.rj--)as pretended by Proteftants ; but all 
'are to embrace the fubftance, not daring any more 
to touch the beggarly elemeilts, fo nouch profti- 
tuted and defiled duripg the whole night of apoftafy. 
The virgin daughter of Sicn is well afllir^ the 
bridegroom of her fjul will never more appear to her 
in thcfe uncertain polluted things, which have been, 
•and yet will ' be, more and more terribly fhaken, 
find pafs »away as a fcroU^ that thofe thijigs which 
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can ncvtr be fliaken may remain, agreeable to 
Rev. xxi. I. " And I faw a new heaven, and a 
" new earth ; for ttie firft heaven and the firft earth 
** were pafled away ; and there was no more fea.'* 
There was no morefea ; ripthing unliable, fluftuating, 
and uncertain ; nothiilg of th^t element from which 
the beaft arifeth, and therefore no danger of a 
beaft rifing thence any more. The 2d, .3d,' and 4th^ 
verfes .of the fame chajpter wonderfully fet forth the, 
glory of the Kew Jerufakm coming down from 
^bove, the tabernacle of God being with men,^, 
and God's dwelling with them j of his wiping 
^way all tears from their eyes \ and that there ftiall 
be no more crying, forrow, and pain, becaufe the 
fplrmer things ,were pafled away ; viz, there wa^ 
no more fea j all is purged away which was the 
caufe of thofe dreaciful calamities and miferies fet 
forth in this Divine Revelation, by opening the 
feven fcals, fpunding the feven trumpets, and pour- 
ing out the feven vials full of the wrath of God, 
who li veth for ever and ever. The fifth yerfe faith, 
♦' And he that fat upon the throne faid, Behold, 
« I will make all things new!" Now there is 
nothing of th^ old garment, nor old wine left, to 
fear and break to pieces the new garment, and the 
new bottles. Oh ! glorious gofpcl times ! May 
the Lord of hofts haften them more generally irj 
the kingdoms of the earth ! 

Having offered a few geperal obferyations upon 
the ftate of things, it now remains to make fome 
further remarks upon thofe people fo remarkably 
raifed;^ as before hinted, in the laft century, in 
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tlus our native land : for their beginmng and firfl 
progrefs was here; th<y many other lands were 
alfo (harers in the brightncfs of truth*s arifing in 
them ; and it may without vanity be faid, that 
through them a light hath exyehded, or at Icaft 
glanced, over a great part of Cbrijlendom (fo called) 
which hath difcovered the hidden myftery of the {\ 
falfe church Jiiorc clearly than heretofore, and 
jpven a great (hake to the long-continued kingdom 
ff antichrift^ They have been, through Divine 
Wifdom, eftablifhed into a firm body, amongft 
whom fubfifta the tomely order of the gof|kl, a*' 
an hcdgf , by divipe appointment^ for their fafcty 
IMtd prefenratipn from the deftfoyer, and out of 
die polluting defilements of a greatly corrupted 
world, Notwithftanding whjich, their prefervatiott r\ 
doth, and always will, much depend upon then* ' ! 
diligently feeking unto, and waiting fingly and ' 

ctrcfiiUy for a d»Iy renewing of ftrength and wif^ 
dom from Aovc, whereby alone all things muft 
be direfted and ordered for their fafety and per;, 
feveranee. 

It hath been often accounted by me a great 
favour and blefling, that my lot was caft in a time 
when primitive Chriftianity, in its power and pu* 
tity. Was reftorcd in the world ; and that I was fo ^ 
Jiappy as to have my birth and education amongft 
the before-mentioned people : for tho* that did 
not make me a real and living member of their 
Ibody, yet it happily put me more in the way of 
being fo, than if my lot had fallen in fome of the 
foregoing dark ages, and afforded me greater means 

of 
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of reftoration, than if I had been educated amongft 
fuperftitious bigots ; for which favour, enjoyed by 
me and many others, there niuft be proportionable 
returns of thankfulncfs and obedience, or it wiU' 
furcly add tp our condemnation : for where much 
is given, much will be reijuired. 

Before I had quite arrived to man's eftate^ I was, 
through merciful goodnefs operating upon my fool, 
brought into a better knowledge of^ and a nearer 
intinnacy and feilowfliip with, thefe pec^le in a 
^iritual fenfe, than before, to my unutterable 
confolation : fbr I found the glorious Lord was 
their king and lawrgiver, and that he was in* 
deed become to them a. place of broad rivers and 
ftreams ; afid that man's ipiendid inventifms, fuch 
as a galley with oars, and gallant (hip, coukl not^»>U* 
pafs amongft them : '^ For the Lord is our judge^ v«. sa* 
♦* the Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is ourJdng^ 
•♦ he will fave us.'* This was the bleflcd language 
founded within their borders. My fpirit hath mai^ 
times been reverently bowed, and awfully pro- 
ftrated before the Lord, in beholding the come- 
linds, beautiful fituation, and fafety of ^efe hit 
people •, in an humble f^e whereof I have been 
ready to fay, ** Happy art thou, Olfrad! who 
^^ is like unto thee, O people &ved of the Lord ! 
^* the fliield of thy he^, and who is the fwoid of 
*' thy excellenof ! and diine enemies fli^ befbuod 
^ liars unto thee, and thou (halt tread upon their 
•' high places !" 

It may be obgedled that the foregoing contains 
high encomiums on a people, amongft whom we 
'i cannot ^ 
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cannot difcoverthefe excellencies, but have looktci 
upon them as a mean contemptible body, who 
affeft a kind of aukward fmgularity ; and we ob- 
ferve many amongft them as eager after the world, 
and who love it as well as any people whatever; 
and others, who take undue liberties, are as deeply 
invplvcd in the pleafures and gaieties ©f life, and 
as much ftrangers to felf-denial, as people of other 
pcrfuafions. And it is further to be noted, that 
when we goe to their places of worftiip, and obferve 
the manner of their fitting in filence, z:' Laodicean 
lukewarmnefe- is very apparent in mai)y of them, 
by the eafy, carelefs condition they feem to fit in, 
.at the Jame time they profefs to be waiting in 
filence of body, and ftillnefs of foul, for the de- 
. . ' fcendkig of the Holy Glioft, that their fpiritual 
jlrength may be renewed. .Surely, If this is not 
really fo, it muft be a mockery and deception of 
the moft contemptible and provoking nature in 
the fight of an All-feeing Eye. 

In order a little to open the fl:ate of the cafe, and 
to anfwer the foregoing objeftions, I fiiall now 
make fome obfervations upon the defedlion in prac- 
tice that is to be found aniongft us as a people, efpe^ 
cially of late years, which hath caufed abundance 
of pain and heart-aching diftrefs to the living body, 
who fervently travail that Chrift may be formed 
in thofe who have a natural birth^right in the foci- 
cty, which. at prefent fcelTis to be all the title fome 
have to be accounted of us. As to the foregoing 
partof theobjeftion, this people have been indil- 
•criminaitely viewed in that light by carnal profeflbrs 
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from their firft rife, which difcovers the fame 
undiftinguilhing blindnefs, as always hath de- 
prived the children of this worid of feeing any 
beauty or comelinefs in the children of light. I 
have before noted, that I (tho* educated in the fame 
profeffion) did not fee the Lord was amongft them> 
in fuch a manner, until he was pleafed to open mine * 

eyes, agreeable to Matth. xvi. i6. 1 7. where our 
Lord pronounces Peter blefled, in that the Father 
had revealed the Son to him. Chap. xiii. 16. he 
faid to his difciples, " Blefled are your eyes, for 
" they fee ; and your ears, for they hear/* It is 
through the fame bleffing riiine eyes are yet pre- 
fervcd open to fee, that notwithftanding the great 
dcclenfion m practice, which hath prevailed over 
many of us as a people, the glory is not departed 
from amongft us : the King is known by the up- 
right-hearted in his beauty, ftill reigning. Princes 
do yet rule in the fpirit of judgment given them of 
God. My faith is, at times, greatly ftrengthened 
to believe it will never ceafe to be fo amongft this 
people, but that they will be preferved by the Al- 
mighty power, through all generations, a living 
body -, and that the principles of truth, as held by 
them, will yet fpread far and wide in the kingdoms 
of the earth. This, I believe, was the blefled end 
for which they were firft raifed, and marveloufly 
fupported : this glorious work hath been in degree 
" going on, tho' very much imjpeded by the unfaith*' 
fulncfs of many amongft us, who, like the foolifh 
woman, are in fome meafure pulling down what 
the wife woman hath built up. Oh ! that ail who 

H take 
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- take upon them our holy profeflion of the un- i 

changeable truth, would deeply confider the weight 
of that obligation which they take upon themfelves , 

thereby ! It is far, O very far \ from being a light < 

cafy thing ; as it may, in a proper fenfe, be efteemed 
an entering into the folemn covenant thofe people t 

are bound to by their God, of holding up a ftandard { \ 

of truth and righteoufnefs, altogether meet and I 

fuitable for the nations, with fafety and well- 
grounded confidence to draw unto ; fo that none 
amongft us need be aftiamed to call unto mankind ■ 

thus ; viz. Look upon Sion^ the city of our folem- 
nity ! Oh ! it is a lovely fight to behold her walls 
and bulwarks all falvation, and her gates praife ; 
when none of her flakes are broken down, nor 
any of her cords loofened ; being indeed the Lord's t1 

habitation, as fet forth P/i. qxxxii. 13, 14, 15, 1 6. | 

" For the Lord hath chofen Sion : he hath defired ; 

" it for his habitation. He faith, This is my reft 
" for ever : here will I dwell, for I have defired 
*' it. I will abundantly blefs her provifion : I will 
" fatisfy her poor with bread. I will alfo cloath 
" her priefts with falvation : and her faints fhall j 

" fhout aloud for joy." 

Many under our religious profeflion difregarding 
or lightly efteeming this folemn covenant, and 
refting in the profeflion only, is the principal reafon 
that we find divers under our name more infenfible, 
harder to be reached unto and awakened bv a 
living powerful miniftry, than people of other 
religious perfuafions. This may feem ftrange to 
fome, but I know it is lamentably true ; having 
5 frequently, 
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frequently felt it fo in my gofpel labours. To mc 
this doth not appear hard to accbunt for, when it 
is confidered, that amongft us there hath been 
difpenfed greater abundance of fpiritual favours, 
of various kinds, than amongft any fociety of 
people that I know of: which hath not proceeded 
f from any partial regard in the Almighty towards 

us more than others, but the better to enable us 
to keep our covenant with him, in the difcharge 
of that great work he hath called us to. Where 
any are fo inconfiderate as to difregard and neglect 
fuch wonderful opportunities of lafting benefit and 
improvement, they become more hardened and 
impenitent than thofe who have been more out 
' of the way of receiving heavenly impreflions. The 

\> portion of fuch, unlefs they in time embrace the 

grace of repentance, is very difmal to think of, 
as in Prov. xxix. i. " He that being often re- 
" proved, hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be 
*' deftroyed, and that without remedy.** And 
Heb. vi. 7, 8. " For the earth thatdrinketh in the 
« rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth 
** herbs meet for them by whom it is drefled, re- 
«< ceiveth bleffing from God: but that which 
" beareth thorns and briars is rejefted, and is nigh 
*' unto curfing : whofe end is to be burned." 

Great indeed hath been the bounty of heaven 
to us as a people, both immediately, by the fo- 
lacing influences and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to all that would receive it, and alfo by the abun- 
dant flowing of a truly evangelical miniftry, raifed 
up and continued for the greateft part of thi$ laft 
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hundred years. But now the fociety is much ftript 

of a living Ikilful miniftry ; y/Ct not, nor I hope 

ever will be, wholly deftitutc. This, through the 

divine blefling, hath been a great means of our 

l^^ing gathered into and preferved a people ! but j 

many amongft us have leaned and depended there- 

iipon ; and therefore it may be, and I be]ieve it is^ \ 

confiftent with Divine Wifdom, to try how the 

fociety will ftand without fo much outward help in 

that way \ tho' perhaps more may be afforded, in | 

raifing up a fpirit for promoting found difcipline 

and good order, which will prove a blefled means ' 

of its prefervation. And this muft be proceeded 

in by the help and holy influences of the feme 

Spirit, which furnilhes the bcft miniftry. It looks 

as if the Lord was about to make his people ftill 

more inward and fpiritual, fhewing them plainly, 

that gofpel-worfhip does not depend upon, outward 

means. 

It is quite obvious that abundant preaching, 
praying, and finging, doth not bring a great part 
of mankind a whit nearer to heaven, nor more 
acquainted with God and themfelves,. than they 
wotdd be without it. So that it may be truly faid, 
and indeed lamented, that they fpend their money 
for that which is not bread, and beftow much 
labour without real profit to themfehres. With 
rcfpeft to us, the miniftry approved hath abounded 
with heavenly bread, and refrelhing ftreams of 
living water have flowed through the conduits and 
water-ipopts to the plantation of God; and altho» 
pxmy have not improved thereby, yet fome have 

grown 
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grawn and flourifhed. But the Lord of the vine- 
yard cannot be confined to any particular means 
for the help and prefervation of his church, tho* 
perhaps fuch as he has made ufe of in time paft v 
feeing he can make other means, unthought of 
V by fhort-Cghted mortals, as effeftual. We may 
/ fee he made ufe of the people of Ifrael to fight - 
his battles, wherein they feemcd, in fome fort, to 
have been the caufe and inftruments of their own 
deliverance and prefervation : yet it was not always 
fo i for there are divers inftances of his deftroying 
nis enemies, and working the deliverance of his 
people immediately by his own' power. This ap- 
peared more marvellous and aftonilhing, both to 
L his people and their enemies, than the ordinary 
; means iifually employed. Upon the whole, altho* 
it appears to me fomething like a chaftifement, 
that fo many worthy valiants have been removed, 
and few raifed up in the miniftry to fucceed them 
with equal brightnefs, this may prove a trial, 
which, to difcerning eyes, may fully diftinguifh 
between the profeflbr and the pofleflbr in religion-, 
; yet I believe the true church will grow under this 
k difpenfation of God's dealing with his people. She 
f ^ will be more grounded and fettled in that which is 
within the veil, viz. the holy fanftuary and houfc 
of prayer. There is her place of fafety, quite out 
of the reach of Satan's transformations. 

An holy, awful, filent waiting before God, is 
fpirituai IfraeVs abiding in their tent, where no 
divination nor enchantment can prevail againft 
them* This is exceeding beautiful, reaching, and 

convincing 
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CQnvincing to all^ whofe fpiritualeyes are in degree 
opened, when they fee the things, as fet forth 
Numb. xxiv. 5, 6, 7. '* How goodly are thy tents, 
*' O Jacob ! and thy tabernacles, O Ifrael ! as the 
*' vallies are they fpread forth, as gardens by the 
*' river-fide, arid as trees of lign-aloes which the 
*^ Lord hath planted, and as cedar-trees, befide \i 
•* the water. He fliall pour the water out of his 
*♦ buckets, and his feed fhall be in many waters." 
Oh ! what wonderful encouragement have the 
Lord's chofen people, to abide faithful in that 
ftation wherein he hath placed them, whether in 
lilence or fpeaking, doing or fufFering, profperity 
or adverfity. There is not the leaft occafion to be 
afliamed of filent worlhip, unlefs we are fo naked, 
as to be void of a right fenfe of what true worlhip 
is. Then indeed it is exceedingly contemptible, and 
cannot fail of rendering us more defpicable in the 
eyes of mankind, than fuch are who have a form, 
ornamented with man's curious invention and 
adorning. This muft of neceffity center all that 
are fo unhappy in that ftate, fet forth by our Lord 
under the metaphor of, " Salt that hath loft its 
** favour, which is thenceforth good for nothing, 
*« but to be caft out, and trodden under the feet 
" of men." Therefore ali profeffors of fpiritual 
worfhip fhould greatly fear being found in this 
dreadful ftate, of the form truth leads into with- 
out the life and power : if that is with them, it 
will raife them above contempt. 

In my travels for the promotion of truth, ac- 
cording to ability received, which I have been 

engaged 
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engaged in through moft parts of our fociety, I 
have feen and painfully felt much of this forrowful 
idlenefs and infenfibility, which has caufed me 
many days and nights of ^lourning with fackcloth 
as it were underneath. I have feen that it pro- 
ceeds from various caufes^ but principally from an 
over-anxioufnefs in feeking after earthly things, 
lawful in themfelves, but diredl idolatry when they 
have the chief place in the mind, and are made 
the principal treafure thereof; which they certainly 
are, when moft delighted in and thought upon. 
Then how can it be fuppofed that idolaters can 
worfhip the true and living God, any otherwife 
than in a mere form ? With fuch the feveral 
branches of our Chriftian teftimony are no other- 
wife regarded than for outward decency's fake, 
to keep up the form in the fight of men. So 
there is a dead form, and an infipid fruitlefs bear- 
ing of our teftimonies, which can never beget to 
God, tho' perhaps it may fometimes beget into 
the form. But this brings no increafe to the Lord*s 
people, except of pain ^nd diftrefs. Vifible dif- 
orders and immoral praftices in particulars have 
often wounded us, and hurt the caufe of truth ; 
but not in fuch a dangerous manner; becaufe, 
where found judgment and the fpirit of wholfome 
difcipline have been preferved, thefe things have 
been judged and caft out of the camp. But the 
greateft wounds we have received have been in the 
houfe of our feeming friends, by their endeavours 
to maintain our principles (or at leaft what they 
liked of them) worftiip, miniftry, and difcipline, 

all 
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all in that form only, which the faithful have 
been, and now are, livingly led into. Antichrift 
has always made more havock by transforming 
himfelf, than by direft violence and oppofition. 

Rom. li. Let it be ever remembred what Paul faith, " For 
" he is not a Jew which is one outwardly ; neither 
«* is that circumcifion which is outward in the 
*'« flefli : but he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; 
" and circumcifion is that of the heart, in the 
*' Ipirit, and not in the letter ; whofe praife is not 
** of men, but of God." None, I think, dare 
deny but it would be equally true, if the word 
Cbrijiian was fubftituted in the room of the word 
Jew : if fo, the form, appearance, and character 
may be attained without the heart- work. We read 
of fome who had the form even of godlinefs, yet 
denied the power, tho' perhaps not in words -, for 
to me it appears the moft emphatical denial of it, 
to live and aft in the form without it \ as this may 
feem by praftice, which fpeaks louder than words, 
to declare to mankind there is no need of the 
power, feeing they can do without it. Certain it 
is, thofe who inordinately love this world, and the 
things of it, cannot have the power of godlinefs 

1 John ii. whilft in that ftate •, as faith the apoftle, " Love 
'• not the world, neither the things that are in 
** the world. If any man love the world, the 
*« love of the father is not in him.*' 

I do therefore earneftly intreat all, into whofe 
hands thefe remarks fhall come, ferioufly to paufe^ 
and examine their own hearts without partiality, 
that they may fee, before it be too late, what ftate 

they 
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they are in. If by a narrow and ftrift fcrutiny 
they fliould find that the religious ftrufture (which 
fome of them have been many years in building) 
was not erefted by the ordering and direction of 
Divine Wifdom, it would be much more fafe and 
pntdent to have it all pulled down, fo as that there 
h may not be one ftone left upon another, by lay- 

ing the foundation of repentance from dead works, 
and of living and powerful faith towards God^ 
and oiir Lord Jefus Chrift, in a confcience purified 
' by his blood. 
I Thefe lines are principally ihtdhdled by way of 

an alarm and warning to the carelefs, lukewarm, 
and formal profeflbrs. As for the fincere, upright, 
humble feekers of and worfliippers of God, they 
will be eftablifhed upon the rock of ages, whicK 
the gates of hell (hall not prevail againft, and reap 
the blefled fruits of the painful travail of their 
fouls before God \ and in due time, if thej faint 
not, their parched ground will become a pool, and 
their thirfty lands fprings of water : yea, through 
generations to come, they will enlarge, and be- 
come as a fountain of gardens, wells of living 
water, ahd ftreams from Lebanon. The beloved 
oftheir fouls will call, faying, " Awake, O north ^an*-J^* 
*' wind! and come thou fouth, blow upon my 
*' garden, that the fpices thereof may flow out.** 
Then will they fay, " Let my beloved come intQ 
^' his garden;^ and eat his pleafant fruits.'* 
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C H A P T E R IV. 

Containing Short Remarks upon the Trvz and 
the False Ministry. 
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I HE prophet Joel J in a remarkable and ex- J 

ccllent manner, fets forth the nature* of (j 

jtdiL a8. jgofpel-minifhy, '^ And it ftiail come to pafe 
•* afterward, I will pour out my Ipirit upon all 
** flefh, and your fons and your daughters fliail 
** prophefy." What prophefying is here intended ' 

is clearly defcribed, i Cor. xiv. 3. " He that pro- ! 

<* phefieth, fpeaketh unto men, to edUication, and i 

** exhortation,, and comfort.'* Indeed great part 
of this chapter is exceUently employed in .fettirig 
forth gofpel-miniftry, and the Chriftian liberty all , 
have to cxercife a right call thereunto* But let it 
be obferved, the daughters were to be engaged 
therein, as well as the fons, by goipel law and 
rule ; which was accordingly allowed and J)ra4Stifed 
in the apoftolic church. B«t where the learning 
and wifdom of man hath been.^ introduced in the 
place of gofpel-miniftry, it has direflly contrary 
to Chriftian liberty, wholly excluded women there- 
from. What pride and arrogance muft foch men 
have, who exclude all from the miniftry but them- 
fclves, for filthy lucre's faket affuming to thefn- 
felves the name clergy^ calling otfedrs laity; a 
diftinftion the true church and the holy fcriptutes 
are ftrangers to> which fay, 1 Pet. iv. lo, 11. 
" As every man hath received the gift, even fo 
'* minifter the fame one to another^ as gjood ftew- 

" ards 
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«« ards of the manifold grace of God. If any nian 
" fpcak, let him Ipeak as the oracles of God : if 
*' any man minifter, let him do it as of the ability 
*« which God givcth • that God in all things may 
*^ be glorified through Jefus Chrift." 

Here is the precious comfortable language of 
truth indeecf, and perfeft golpel liberty, which ex- 
cludes none who have received a gift-, that is, who 
are immediately called of God thereunto, as was 
Aaron. Exod. xxviii. i Chron. xxiii. 13. fliews atHcb,r,4, 
large how Aaron, Was called, and, with his pofterity, 
Separated by the immediate appointment of God 
himfelf. The manner of their qualification, and 
how they ihould conduft themfelves in the prieft*s 
office during that dilpenfation, are all recorded 
with that exad clearnefs and punftuality, always 
vfed by the Almighty towai^ds his poor dependent 
creature man, when he is pleafed to enjoin him the 
obfcrvancc of any law or ordinance. Therefore no 
man ought to receive any thing as an ordinance 
of God, unlefs it appears indifputably clear that 
he has commanded it ; nor yet receive thofe men 
who have engrofled the miniftry to themfelves, 
pnlefs they appear to have better authority for their 
undertaking, than their being taught by human 
means at fchools and colleges. 

But, alas ! the powers of the earth enable many 
fuch to take the fleece, whether they feed the flock 
or no ? Having learned this trade^ they appear as 
anxious how to. make the moft of it as any others. 
If any refufe to receive them as the Lord's ambafla-. 
dorsj and confcientioufly forbear putting into their 

1 2 mouths; 
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mouths, the ufual method has been to call to the j 

magiftratc, Help! help! a^d to prepare war againft 
fuch. But through the breaking forth and arifing 
of the Light of Truth, they have it not in their 
power to make fuch drudges of magiftrates in ge- ^ 

neral as heretofore. Neither do I think the genet 
rality are fo much inclined to perfecution them- 
felves, efpecially among Proteftants, as in time paft-, 
but do really believe many or morf: of them abhor 
the fevereil part of it, and are men of ippde- 
rate principles. Their greateft unhappinefs ftems 
to be that of fuflfering intereft to blind their eyes, 
and that it is fo much for their outward advan- 
\z%t to keep mankind from receiving the true 
John i. 9. I^igl\t, which enlighteneth every m^in that cometh • ] 

into the world, left their craft fhould be endan- ] 

Matth. xiv. gered by the arifing thereof. So here the blind ! 

'^' lead the blind, which expofcs both to the utmoft ' 

hazard-, yet fuch leaders frequently defpife and 
deride thoie, who, from the conftraining power 
and love of God, teftify againft their blindnefs ; ^ 

to whom the anfwer of our Lord to the learned 
Rabbies amongft the Jews may not be unapplir j 

John XX. 40. cable; " And fome of the Pharifees which were / | 
" with him heard thefe words, and faid unto 
" him. Are we blind alfo ? Jefqs faid unto them, ; 

*' If ye were blind, ye fhould have no fi^i : but ' 

" now ye fay we fee \ therefore your fin remaineth." 
"Where men have fuffered themfelves to be fwayed 
by intereft to embrace a profitable craft whereby 
they get wealth, they have frequently been fpyiid 
ycry hot and fierce in iupporting tne fame, cndea- 

youqn^ 
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youring to fupprcfs whatever hath rifcn up againft 
it. Hence the experience of many generations • 
can teftify, that after preaching became a gainful 
trade to get money and worldly honour by, the 
jclergy (fo called) have been always the greateft 
ftirrers up of force upon confcience, and perfe- 
jcution, for differing from them in religion ; for 
which they have not the leaft Ihadow of example 
or precept, either from Ghrift or his apoftles. But 
all that his mihifters .were allowed to do, with 
refpeft to fuch as would not receive them and theif 
doftrine, was to fhake off the duft from their feet, 
as a teftimony againft them. Thefe had received 
the gift of the miniftry from Chrift j they had it 
without money and without price, '* Freely YP ^^^^^^t^ 
*^ have received, freely give.'* But mercenary 
preachers do not receive their miniftry freely ; for 
they alledge, it is attended with great charge to be 
' properly qualified for it ; and therefore they muft 
make an intereft of it again, or they Ihould be 
great lofers. The plain truth is, they do not re- 
ceive their miniftry from Jefus Chrift; neither can 
they produce any evidence to prov? that they have 
^received a commiflion from him for what they take 
upon them. Their ufing the words of Chrift and 
his apoffles affords them no authority from him ; 
for the very worft of men, yea the devils them- 
felves, may do the fame. Oh ! what pity it is they 
Ihould pretend to be fent of God, ambaffadors of 
Chrift, and the apoftles fucceflbrs ! when they 
really arefo manifeftly unlike him and themi and 
have evidendy the marks of the falfe prophets and 
hirelings we re^d qf in the holy fcripturcs, as hath 

been 
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liejn fUly prf^ved againft them by authors, of 
good account. 

Now let u$ take notice what Paulxiic great apoftfe. 
a Cor. iii. of the Gentiles faith upon this fubjcd \ " Not that wc 
^' ' '' are fuffici?P): of ourfelves to think any thing as of 
'* ourfelves ^ but our fufRciency is of Gpd : who alfo 
«' hath made us ab}e ipinifters of the New Tefta^. 
** naent^ not of the letter, but of the fpirit : for the 
" letter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life." Thi^ 
plainly Iheweth, that minifters in the gofpel-times 
were to convey the quickening Spirit of living and 
heavenly virtue to inankind •, agreeable to Mattb^ 
xxviii. 19, " Go ye therefore and teach 9II nation?, 
^^ baptizing, them in (or into) th^ name of the 
" Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
" Ghoft." Ver. 20, *' Lo, I am with you always 
" to the end of the world." That thi^ baptizing-r 
teaching with the Holy Ghoft was that prac^ifed 
In the prirnitive church, appears by many paflagcs 
in holy writ i particularly A£is x. 44. " While 
♦* Feter fpake thefe words, the Holy Ghoft fell on 
*' all them which heard the word." Chap. xj. 
ver. 15, 16. *« And (faid P^/^r) as I began to 
♦' fpcak, the Holy Ghoft fell on them, as on us 
** at the beginning. Then remembered I the word 
^* of the Lord, how that he faid, John indc<;d 
" baptized with water ; but ye Ihall be baptized 
" with the Holy Ghoft," And feeing the difpen- 
fatioji of God to rpan is the very farne now as it 
was then, mankind as much involved in fin, and 
eftranged from God as they were then, and the 
Lord harth gracioufly promifed to be with his 

minifters. 
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ttiJAifters always to the end of the worldj no gOoA 
dreafons can pckfibly be given, why the feme po^- 
^«1 efficacious means are not now as dSentially 
neceiEiry for man's recovery, as at that time. 
Thei^ can be no ground for a denial idf this tnith^ 
ttitilefe a coinfcioufneis in fonie that they have net 

|) the afliftance of the Spirit in their nriniflay 5 there- 
fore it feeim for i^eir intereft, and for the main- 
taining of theu- credit, to perfuadc mankind thcuc 
is no fuch thing to be attained now. This, ^ith 
ihany other inftances which might be produced, 
plainly Ihews them to be no other than ininifters 
of the letter; and that, we read, onlykflls, when 
the quickaiing Spirit doth not accompany the 

I preaching of it. 

! Very judicious are the diftinftions macte hf 

Winiam Dell (in his Trial of Ipirits both in teach- 
ers and hearers) between minifters of the letter^ 
and minifters of the Spirit ; he being himfelf a 
man 6f literature, and well acquainted with die 
natitre of univerfity education, as he was matter 
oiGonvitle and Caius college in Cambridge. Ifliall 
juft make a few quotations from him, and recom- 

L mend that tradt, and his excellent treadle on bap- 

> \ tifin, iSc. to the reader's ferious perufal; 

*♦ And firft, let me note an objeftioti, 't^fe. biit 
*' fome will dbjed here. If a-^man preach the 
•* word in the letter, even good, ToCfnd, and or- 
•* thodox dodlrine, no doubt but fuch a man \% 
" to be heard, and, he may do -niuch good in the . 
** church, tho* he want Chrift*s Spirit: This 
^* (faith he) I liavc heard from very many who 

" have. 
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^^ have thought the^ have faid fomething* But iff 
** this I anfwcr. That they who want Chrift's Spkk, 
•* which is the Spirit of prophecy, tho' they preach 
« the exadt letter of the word, yet are falfe pro- 
«« phets, and not to be heard by the fheep." Again, 
** They that preach only the outward letter of the 
<* word without the Spirit, make all things out- 
•' ward in the church : whereas in the true king* 
** dom of Chrift all things are inward and fpiri- 
*' tual, and all the true religion of Chrift is written 
** in the foul and fpirit of man by the Spirit of 
" God ; and the believer is the only book in which 
** God himfclf writes his New Teftament.** He 
further faith, " They that preach the outward 
** letter without the Spirit, can, notwithftanding 
** that, both live themfelves m all the inward evils 
** of corrupted nature, and allow odieris to do fo 
*' too. Wherefore to conclude (faith he) let us 
*« know that that church that hath the word, if it 
*« wants the Spirit, i^ antichrift's church i and that 
" miniftry that ufeth the word, and wants the 
** Spirit, is antichrift's miniftry j and that all works, 
*« duties, prayings, preachings, faftings, thankiP 
*' givings, (^c. without Chrift's Spirit, are nothing 
" but the very kingdom of antichrift, and the abo- 
« mination of defolaf ion'* Thus far Dell. — Oh! of 
what importance it is for mankind, of every de- 
nomination as to religion (ours as well as others) 
deeply to ponder thefe weighty obfervations in 
their hearts, efpecially the laft. Upon that of 
Paul J Rom. x. 15. How Jhall they preachy except 
tbrfbefent? D^tf farther obferves thus, viz. ^^So 
^ ' 2 . « that 
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*« that thie preaching comes from true fending, 
« lin4 this comes froni the grace of God.** Not, 
fey I, from the fending of uriivcrfities, bifhops, 
pfelbyters; ot aiiy other man or fet of men what- 
ever^ or from hian*s intruding himfelf thereinto 
in his own. will without a proper call; biit from 
the cQnftraining power of the everlafting word of 
God laying a ncecffity, as cxprcflfcd by Paiily i Cor, 
ixi i6i " For tho* I preach the gofpel, I have 
** liothmg to glory of: for neceffity is laid upon 
." me, yea, woe is urito me if I preach not the 
*^ gofpel." 

It is of the utmoft confequence, towards pro- 
moting truth and righteoufnefs upon the earth, 
that the miniftry be preferred according to its ori- 
ginal mftitutioh, viz. under the immediate direo- 
tion of the Eternal Word of God, fpeaking as the 
oracles of God. It is properly God*s Ipeaking by 
his inftruments to the childitn of men, fuch things 
isis he the fcarcher of hearts knows they ftand in 
need of*, at the fame time opening the hearts of 
them to whom it belongs to receive the doftrihe. 
Nothing but the unparallcUed Jove and power of 
Chrift can bring forth and fupport fueh a miniftry. 
It is in the nature of things impoffible that thofe, 
fo cxercifed therein, can have fintfter views of 
making temporal advantage to themfelves thereby. 
Wherever that appears, we may be affured the 
Lord hath not fent them •, and therefore they can* 
not profit the people at all; ^ 

Man fliould be fo far from proceedmg upon cor- 
rupt motives, for outwifrd gain or advantage, in this 

K important 
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important work^ that even tho' good will td n^n* 
.kind, flawing from the love of God fhed sd^road in 
,the heart, in which ftrong defircs may arifc to do 
. good, ' free from lucrative views of all kind$, and 
vinuch beautiful gofpel-dodtrine alfo may open very 
fuitable> as the p^rty may think, for the Jiel]^ and 
edification of his or her felk)w-mort^ls, y«t all this is 
. pot fufficiept to proceed upon, without the call and 
-re^l gift in this fo awful an undertaking-, '\t being 
; 1^, pipr^. 2A the beil than the natural confluence of 
.jl^ pppr^tioa of that pure love in the i^ts minds, 
even in fuch as never had a call to the miniftry : 
yet to i^vo^ thefe blefied operatbns, influences^ 
^ ^nd openings, may be given,' in order to prepane 
th^m for that .work which they fhould wait pa- 
.tiently und^T, until the full time comes : this, will 
.be clearly fcen, as the eye is. fingk. .But there is 
.great caufe to believe fom^ have launchie4 out 
upon this foundation only, iu the beginning of 
their publick appearances, whereby they have in a 
fprrowful manner brought -darkncfe upon dhem- 
felves, ^nd fometimcs.on others^ having, pix^ved 
* only minifters of the letter, , dio' perhaps pre- 
tending much^ to have the impulfes of the Spirit, 
Thefe h^v^ been inftruments of much anweoy 
and diftreis to th^ true church, who. can. lavovir 
nothing with delight, but that which comes from 
the power of die word of .life. 
, It may be difficult to bring taie judgment over 
fuch, in the prefent low ftate of things; efpecially 
when there has been a fair outfide, and nothing to 
blame in their morals. But it fpmetime^.haJii fajlen 
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Wt, thit there has b*ett fofnethlftg permitted ta 
manifeft the unfoundnefs df fuch, and thereby to 
relieve the painful ftifferers under ibe blafting \lrind 
of fuch miraftry. 

Inc(mfid€rate weak perfons have intruded them-, 
felves into this great work •, who no! ^vly wadting for 

l> judgment to try the fpirits, and what prefents to their 
minds, have been beguiled by tiansformations to go 
out in a falfe heat; and for want of the holy dread 

I tod fear upon their hearts, they have catched hold 

of the gofpel liberty again reftored, (which muft b^ 
preferved open, left the Holy Spirit be quenched) 
viz^ that all who are called to the work of the mi- 
niftry, whether male or female, may prophefy or i cor. xW. 

i preach one by one^ that all may be edified, 3*' 

n ^ It has been a painful fuffering cafe to living mem^ > 

bers in fomc places, when they have feen that both 
the matter and manner of fome could have no other 
tendency than to expofe themfelves, and burden the 
religious fociety, who fuffered fuch to aflume an 
office for which they" were no ways qualified. Cer- 
tainly the church hath power to order and regulate 
her own members; and doubtlefs flie may wholly. 

i refufe and reject a miniftry, which, upon trial, fhe 

has m truth no unity with ; and even fubftantial 
members In their private capacity, who have ftood 

[ their ground well, and have large experience of the 

i Lord's dealirtgs, whetlier minifters or others, ouglr, 

in reafon and the nature of things, to have great 

* weight with fuch who have not yet made full proof 

jof their miniftry, nor given fatisfaftion to -their 
friends in general, as well as to themfelves, and 

K z ^ perhaps 
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perhaps a few others of little judgment. Neither ^ 
ought any to go abroad to excrcife their miniftiy,. 
until they know there is a general fatisfa<9ioh at 
home therewith ; hdt even to adjacent meetings.- 
Some fuch have been very pofitive and r*ft)lute, 
hard to be cortvinced of their miftakes, and cer^- ] 

Ibrious upon thofe of deeper experience, but tC)Q 
much like that fign of great depravity fct fprth 
by Ifa. iii. 5. " The child Ihall behave himfelf 
" proudly againft the antient, and the bafe againft 
f the honourable*'" 

Great order and decency is to be preferved In 
the church of God, efpecially among the leading 
members, as way-marks to all. The reafpn land 
hature of the thing demands a proper regard and 
preference to age, gifts, growth, and experience ; 
which will be always ftriftly obferved and paid by 
thofe of right fpirits. When it is otherwiife, it is 
a fure token of a falfe birth, and that pernicious 
felf is not flain. Where that predominates, it 
Cannot fail of mixing with their religious fervices. ' 

That the hearers have a right to judge, appears 
from I Cor. xiy. ^9. " Let the prophets fpeak 
" two or three, and let the other judge." There- 
fore it is very prefuming for any to take upon 
them the fole right of (peaking and judging too % 
er to irnpofe tiiat upon an auditory or church, 
which they are not edified with, nor believe to 
proceed from the right fpring ; for the word preach- 
ed doth not profit, unlefs it be mixed with faith 
ill thofe that hear it. 

I knc(>/e 
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I know no way to evade the force and wei^f 
of what IS above obferved, uhlels it be fuppOfed 
the auditory in general are fo void Of IpiritU^ 
underftanding, as not to be capable of judging \ 
which would difcover great uncharitableh^fs, ^ 
favour too milch of arrogkncie, I am fully pei^ 
liiaded, if miniftry doth hot reach the Divine 
Witncfe in the hearts of the hearers, and c^ufe 
them to aflent thereunto in fome nieafure, it wUl 
never profit them. The right minifters have % 
witnefs to the truth of their miniftry in the minds 
of even the rebellious •, how much more fo th«l 
in thofe of the honeft-hearted ? 

The danger which there is reafon to apprehend 
from the low, languid, unflkilful ftate of many lA 
our fpciety,' hath induped me (^d feeling ttif 
mind in degree warmed thereunto) to write thd 
more clofely concerning the nature. and ptrnicioai 
confeqvience of a falfe miniftry ; being fully pet^ 
fuaded, that the more formal and fuperficial we 
as a people become, the more abundant daiiger 
there i3 of fuch a njiniftry rifing, and finding en* 
couragement to grow and prevail •, for th^ lifekJSt 
formal profcflbrs had rather have almoft any kind 
of miniftry fhan all filence. And on the other, 
hand, a right miniftry cannot have a free courfei 
lior be exalted, where there is nothing bpt Worldly 
fpirits, clothed with a form of religion* But true 
miftiftcrs muft be like the holy prophet Ezekiil : 
f' And I. will make thy tongue cleave to the roof chi^w, 
5* of thy mouth, that thou flialt be dumh^ and ^*^'*^* 
l\ Ihait pot be to . tbem a reprover ^ for they are 

?« ait- 
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AmosT. ,3. *X a rrf^lMous houfe/^ And, « The pyiukntf (hall 
**' bc^ifilertce in that time." 

• Having made forac ucmark* upon the fiilft, aj 
weU a^ the forward and unlkilful miniftiy, which, 
tho' plain andcloie, I hope wiU adminifter nahtitt 
or diicoufagpnii^nt to any truly concerned in thi^ 
ifnpoitant work, they may (if duly obferved) be 
' lefioQs of cavftton and in(tru£tkm to thofe foe whom 
thcjr arc intended ; and I hope alfo a ftrengdn t^ 
the parnftdly exercifed under the caufes of uncafi^- 
nefs. given by unfldliuL intruders into the work, 
vhediet tbrocigh weaknefs or wilfulneis, that they^ 
may not be flack in their endeavours to regulate 
dbe &iicb^ plaia-dealing, yet with true judgment, 
love, Md tendernefsv dljuftly applied whejrethey" 
fcveraiSy belong: Their aik may fom^iyt^ b^ 
he»vy and difcouraging^ as it is hard to turn thofe 
frfte have taken a wrong coorfe, and' im^ine thenii* 
fclvcs right, when it is really otherwife -, for thofe 
have been obferved ta be the moft pofitrve of any 
cf tfttir pretended fight and fenfei yet let nhe weighs 
of the fenfe of truth, which is ffrongefl df alt, b^ 
hid^ upon them from time to time, that the church: 
may not fiiffer hurt and Ibfe by the omiiffion' of its 
fenfible members •, which cannot fail of weakening 
and hindering the growth of fueh members alfq 
in an individual capacity: I know it muft be tlhofe 
aiive in thetruth, of goodunderftandirigandjudg^ 
ment therein (and no^ other) that are €(iialified tdi 
help and direft thofci who have miflfed t3heir way 
in a religious fenfe 5 agreeabte to Gal. vi. i. *^ Bre; 
« tbrcn-, *if a man be o^erta^en in a- fault, - ye 
4 ^ !' which 
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*« which are fpirittjal* rcftore Rich an one in tht 
« fpirit of meekhefs ; cOnfidering thyfelf, left thou 
<« aKb be tempted \*^ and not th6 captious, critical^ 
worldly-wife; for they have notliingto do toa<ik 
in the church of Chrift, until they'are firft fub- 
jefted to and taught of the Lord themfclves. 

The main point, in my apprehenfion, is to be 

able to form a true judgment of the fource Or 

fpring from whence miniftry proceeds; and if 

found to be right in the ground, a great deal of 

ten^rneis is to be ufed^^ and much childifh w«ak- 

nefs is to be patiently borne with. Fof althQ* 

Tome through fear, and a deep fenfe of the weight 

of fo important an undertaking, ' may (at firfl!) 

fpeak very ftamnieringly, and with confiderabte 

perturbation, yet the'fweet.eiBcacy of the quick^\ 

/ening powerful Spirit, which is felt with them in 

their fcryice. (by thofe who are clrcumcifed' in heart 

'and ear) far exceeds the. fineft eloquence >^ithout 

it. Sujch ftiould be prudently encouraged, yet 

fu&red to feel their owa feet. » There are bur few 

children, however hopeful, that can bear much 

nurfing and apphufc*. Oh ! the great hurt which 

hath been done by the forwawi affeftionate part in 

fome, labouring to bring forth divers before the 

right time, and by pufhing on others too fafl:, wh© 

in their beginning, were lively and very hopeful, 

to their great hurt and lofs. Oh ! then, what cau^- 

tion anj^ care fhould be exercifed,. clearly to fee in 

'the: tru^ light what to.'lay hold of^ and what to dif- 

courage in this important rcfpeft, 

I now 



. I now intend ta conelude this he^d with ibipc 
pUin hpneft hints, which have arifeii from mine 
own experience and obfervatipii concerning thp 
true ipinifhy, as it hath been reilpred again through 
divine mcrcjr jfbr about this laft hundred years, in 
greater fimplicity and purity than has been knowii 
(W I apprejiend) nnc0 the apoftles days. This 
hath not been condufted with the inticing words 
of man's wifdom, but in fuch a denionftration of 
the Spirit and Power of God, as hadi (tho' much 
defpifed by the learned Rabbies) been a great 
blefllng to this and other nations 5 many thoufands 
having been thereby turned to Chrift tKeir true and 
faving teacher, whom they embraced joyfully, as 
the alone beloved of their fouls. A great number 
of churches were gathered to fit down as under 
the (hadow of the wings of the prince of Peace^ 
Great was the Lord their God in the iliidft of 
them ; their minifters were clothed with falvadon^ 
and their feet (hod with the preparatiqh of the 
gofpel of peace. Many then ran to and fro^ arid 
the true knowledge of God was increafed. The 
JLord gave the word, and many, both male and 
female, were the publilhers of it. And through 
divine mercy it may yet be faid (tho* the declenfioh 
in praftice is great in many) that there is a con- 
fiderable body preferved, to bear the ark of thcf 
teftimony of the Lord their God as upon their 
(houlders, in the fight of the people, with their 
feet as in the bottom of Jordan \ and a living 
powerful miniftry is yet continued, thp* far fhpit 
of the number formerly engaged in that wprk^ 

For 



J^or many havie ^wn up amongft us, who be* 
came moic fupcrficial and eafy about poflcfling thd 
fubftance of rdigion than their ailceflx)rs were* 
Such have relied too much on the miniftry, and 
have not profited iii religion thereby. But they 
have gready declined in pra6bice, under abundant 
favours of this kind, the miniftry becoming to 
many as a pleafant fongi They hear the words 
with pleafurej but do them hot ; their heart going 
Rin after their covetoufnefs of one kind or another* 
Therefore the Lprd hath feen meet to ftrip the 
fociety very much in that refpcdl ; and alfo to en* 
gage many pf thofe who are true minifters, fre- 
quently tp lead the people, by example, into 
lilence. 0\ bleflcd will all thofe fervants be, 
vrho are preferved, difcemingly and with true judg- 
ment, tp adminifter proper food, and that in due 
feafonj whether in filehce or wordsj doing or fuf- 
fering with and for Chrifti Which doubdefs all 
will, who look with a fingle eye to God's honour 
ttbotre ail things attending upon the gift received, 
which in its operations and requirings is felf-evi- 
dent. None that wait aright upon God will ever be 
confounded ; that belongs to Babylon ; but peace 
and infaMiblc certainty is known through all tlic 
Ijorders of Sicn. Every one who knows Jerufalem 
a quiet habitation, is at no lofs to underftand his 
propef allotment of fervice therein, unlefs he falld 
into the conferring with flefli and blood \ then h^ 
comes to rfie confufipn and uncertamty, whcreir 
he may fret and toil in vain. But in the holy 
awful ftiU waiting upon God in a fanftified heart, 

L which 
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which is thcr temple wherein Chrift dwells, and our 
houfe of prayer, there Satan can never come to 
deceive us, or to endanger our fafety. 

C H A P T E R V. 

Containing Brief Obfervations upon the Nature 
and Usefulness of Christian Discipline. 

ON every glory there fhall be a defence 
That God intended to eftablifb an excellent 
government, order, and difcipline in the church, 
under the gofpel difpenfation, appears from divers 
paftages of the prophets in the Old Teftament, 
who faw into and wonderfully defcribed the Chri- 
ftianftate-, a few of which I fhall inftance. Ifa^ 
xxxii. I. *^ Behold a king (hall reign in righteouf-' 
*' nefs, and princes fhall rule in judgment." Chap. 
xxxiii. 5, 6. ^' The Lord is exalted : for he dwell- 
" eth- on high, . he hath filled Zion with judgment 
'' and righteoufnefs -, and wifdom and knowledge 
" fliall be the flability of thy times, and fljength 
*' of falvat'ion." Chap, xxviii. 5, 6. " In that 
" day fhall the Lord of hofts be for a crown of 
" g^ory, and for a diidem of beauty unto the re- 
*' .fidue of his people : and for a fpirit of judg- 
^ *' ment to him that fitteth in judgment, and for 
" flrength to them that turn the battle to the 
' *' gate/* Our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifl, 
" Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18. clearly direfts his 
followers how to proceed in the exercife of difci- 
pline and good order, both with refpeft to indi- 
viduals, and to the church s * he afTurcd them, that 
4 , whatft)cvcr 
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whatlbcvcr of this kind is done under ^vine direc- 
tion upon earth, (hall be ratified and confirmed in 
heaven. Chap. xix. 28. he promifes fuch who have 
followed him in the regeneration, that they Ihall . 
be exalted in his kingdom, fitting upon thrones to, 
judge and govern his people. We find among the 
eminent gifts of the Spirit, Paul reckons helps in 
government^ 1 Cor. xii. 28. In chap, the 5th, he 
blames that church very highly for their ncgleft of 
prad:ifing found judgment in the way of difcipline,: 
Ihewing them the necefllty of putting thofe guilty> 
of corrupt pradlices out of the community, left as* 
a leaven they fhould aflfeft the whole lump. Verf/ 
1 1, he points out how unfafc it was for the Lord's 
people to have any fdciety with the workers of 
iniquity. Verf. 12. and 13. that it is the church's 
duty to judge thofe that are within, viz. her own 
members, leaving the judging of thofe that are 
without to God. In chap, the 6th, he blame? 
them as (harply for going to law one with another 
before the uhjuft, Ihewing that it would have been 
better they had fufFcred themfelves to h^ve been 
defrauded, and that every matter of difference or 
controvcrfy fhould be judged and determined by 
the. church, in regard to its own members. 

A religious fociety, gathered by God's power, 
who have received diverfities of gifts and quali- 
fications, arc confidered as a body properly tern- 
pered by their holy head (who is perfect in wifdoni) 
that it^ may well exift by pure laws, rules, and 
comely orders, both within and without j fof the 
maintaining whereof every member hath its pro- 
L 2 per 



yS On tht Natut€ dnJ Vfefalne/s 

per office ted ftatten wherein itih » &<!tj y^t$nfyfy 
tbi guidance Bf the Holy Heddy%hok known ever 
t^ prefidc over his huirtble dcp^ftdem people, ^ 
prcfent help in the needful tithe^ fup|)lylng all their 
\rants, as they wait his tim*. 

Pertinent to this is Epk Iv. i $, 16/ « But fpeak- . 
^« ing the truth in love, riuy gbOfW Up into him m 
^« all things, which is the head, even Chrift, from 
^* whom the whole body fitly joined fjegether, and 
** compafted by that Mrhich eyety joint fupplieth, 
f« according to the effejftual Working in th* tftea* 
^* fure of every part, maketh increafe of th? \^y$ 
♦* unto the edifying of itfelf in love/* 

The apoftle, iii 1 Cvr. «ii. with grwt ftretigth 
of rcafon and perfpicuity, Iheweth the dlverAtifttr 
of gifts^ diiFerences of adminiftratiohs and Opttt'^ 
tions, all by the fame Spirit, who wOrketh in all 
is he will ; that notwithftanding this variety, all, 
and of all forts, are baptised into one body, an4 
made to drink into one Spirit; hp fays, verf. 14, 
** For the body is not one member, but many $** 
tad fhewcth they are all ufeftil to and dependent 
upon one another, therefore none have a right td 
apprehend fuch a felf-fufficiency, as to be inde?? 
pendent of other member^; nay, that thbfe mem^ 
bers of the body, which fetjm to be more feeble, 
are ufeful The near union, harmony, an<i fym- 
pathy of this glorious body, is fet forth in verife 
26. ^^ And whether one member fufier, alj the 
^< members fuffer with it ; or one h icmber be 1^0- 
?« nourtd, all the members rejoice with it.* • 

For 
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For brevity's f^ke, I forbear ftt pttkM mdch^ 
more qtrotationi on this ftibjcft, Thcfe arc fiif* 
ficient to demtmfthttc f«Uy the ftmng obiigatkai 
dH baptized members are under, rightly «> tmder- 
ftand their places in the body, and tq cOmc ^ in 
9 faithful difchaf ge of theii* duty therc^b, as in the 
light of God, to whom they muft be accountabla 
And it likewife appearsr that every member, en- 
tered as fuch by his or her volurttaryconient) k 
ftriftly bound to keep and maintain «ie eftab)ifhM 
rules of that body; th^ breach of which not onlf 
renders him or her guilty in God's fight, but alfe 
accountable to the body. It alfo behdvt^ thk, 
body, immediately upon the tranfgreflion of its 
^ules and orders, ta exert itielf in dealing trith 
^anfgreflprs, and to ^mi mfber found judgment, in 
order to rclbore them-, or, on failure of fuccefs in 
that, tp difown or refufe to have unity with fuch, 
and to let the world know they arc not tf their 
body ^ that the reputatibn thereof may be pre- 
ferved iimongft thofe which are without, as well as 
for its own peac^ and fafety within ; feeing by a 
Jiegleft hereof, others may be infefted by the cor- 
rupt meqaber, ftnd his evil may Ipread in die body 
like a Icprofy •, but that which is the moft aflfefting, 
the Lord niay be provoked to withdraw from that 
bo^y Y^lxich iiegle£ts theexerdfe of true judgment 
jlgainft evil •, as in the cafe of Achan^ Jojbua viu 
^d alfo that of the {ribe of ^.enjaminj Ju^es xix. 

It is too obvious to be denized, that the pro- 
Icflors of Cl^riftianity, by lofmg the power and 

life 
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life of religion, loft the true fpirit of difcipfine 
and good order in their churches, Inftead of which, 
they have fuhftituted rules, orders, and canons, 
(j^c. of their own invention, principally calculated 
to fupport that power by which the clergy (fo 
called) got their weakh, and by which they have 
procured them to be enforced where.they judged 
neceflary by human law. The prefent ftate of 
church government appears to be truly deplorable, 
amongft moft of the divided parts of Chriftian 
profeflbrs that I know of; confequently they are in 
n very corrupted ftate, greatly lacking that judg- 
inent and righteoufnefs which was to fill Sion^ and 
the wifdotn and knowledge which was prediftcd 
wouVi be the ftability of her times. 

Cave and King^ in their Primitive Chriftianity, 
clearly fliew, from the writings of many of the 
antients, particularly for the firft three hundred 
years after Chrift, that much care and zeal were 
maintained to prcferve the church clean and pure 
by a wholfome difcipline. 

King fliews, that not only the teachbrs, but the 
whole church were concerned and aftive ;n dealing 
with, receiving fatisfadlion from, or finally cen- 
furing people in common-, and alfo that no teach- 
ers were fet over them, but only fuch as the whole 
church unanimoufly agreed to receive ; and that 
the common people, generally called laity, were 
equally ^concerned with others in depofing and 
cenfuring'minifters, when they chafed to have unity 
with them, page 22 to. 25, and page 112, 116. 
He an4 Cave^ from Tertiillian^ both Ihcw, that 
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the manner of the primitives in giving juc^mcnt 
on fuch accounts was very weighty ah4. fokmn. 
" As amongft:thofe that are fure that God tiehold^ 
** wh'at they do (fays ^ertuUian)' this is rone of 
*« the higheft preludiums and foreruxiners/of- the 
^ judgment to come, wh^n the delinquent is. ba- 
" nilhcd from the communion," &.c. :p. i^o, 
. Athenagoras told the emperors, that no Chriftian 
could' be a bad man, unlefs he was an hypocrite ; 
and Tertullian openly declares, that when men de- 
part from the difciplifie of the go§)el, they fo far 
ceafe aiiK>ngil us to be accounted Chriftians. Cave^ 
page 95. ' . . 

When at any time mvited to publick folemnities, 
as marriages and the like, the prudence of. the 
church thought fit to lay rcftraints upon them, and 
.to forbid theni light and ludicrous a£tions, as 
leaping and dancing \ but that they ihovdd dijae 
and fup gravely and mqdeftly, as becomes Chri- 
ftians y for which he quptes a council of Laodiaa^ 
2d part, p. 73. 

They took notiqe of all offences againft the 
Chriftian law, any vice or ipimorality that was 
either publick in itfelf, or made known and made 
good to the church. For (fays Cave) the holy 
. and good Chriftians of thofe times were infinitely 
careful to keep the honour of their religion un- 
fpotted, to ftifle every fin in its birth, and by 
bringing offenders to publick fliame and penal^^, 
to k^ep thetn from propagating the malignant in- 
fluence of a bad example. For this reafon they 
. watched over one another, told them privately of 
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tbdr£utiks and faUtire^t aiHJi when thai would Mi 
dow brought them before the cognizance of the 
clHirch* It b Medlefs (fay$ he) ta reckoa ^p pai^ 
acidar crimes^ when nmie trcre fp»red« iC^rrr, 3d 
part, p. 406* Agreeable to the nature and con* 
ftitucioti of Che chuich, ^kh as it tranfaAs only 
in fpiritual mattery ib it OKdd inAiA no other 
than fpiritual cenfures and d&oftifemencs, p. 4084 
The common and ftanding penalty they made ufe 
of was e3Ccommtmicationy orfu^enfion from com- 
munien wth the church % the cutting off and ealt- 
iftg out «n offending perfon, ^n in^^dcd member, 
till by repentance and wholfome difciplinc he was 
cured and rdtered J and then he was rc-^dmkted 
into church focicty, p. 410. 

Cgvt relates, upon the authority of Julius defar, 
tJiatthis manner of difcipline w^s commonly prac* 
tifed amongfi: the antient Drtads, who, when any 
of rfie people became i r reg u lar and difenderly, they 
^refentiy Mpended them finm their facrificos; tmd 
thofe thus fufpended were accounted in thenunnbcr 
of the njoft impious and execrable p€rf<>ns i all 
men ftaod off from them, (hunned their company 
andconreffeasmiinfeftionand plague, p. 4ii« 

Penitents, before they were received into unity, 
made open confeflion of their faults j this being 
accounted the very Spring of repentance, and with- 
out which they concluded it could not be reai 
•* Out of confeflion (fays Tertuttian) is IxM-n re- 
** penrance,' and by rcpwtance God is padfied ;*' 
and therefore without this neither riches nor ho- 
" Jiouf would procure any admiffion into the diurch : 

arc* 
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a ftmarkable'rolance whereof wis in the empcr<rf 
Tbeodojius the Great, who, for his bloody and bar* 
barous flaughtfcr of the l^hejfahnians^ was by Ant'- 
hrofe bifliop of Milan fufpended, brought to pub* 
lick confeflion, and forced to undergo a fererc 
•courfe of penance for right months together •, at 
length, after he had pafled through abundance of 
Jorrow, with tears and great ^mentation for his fin, 
•he was admitted into feUowfliip again, p. 418, 419. 
So wifely (fays Qave) did the prudence and piety of 
thofe times deal with offenders, heither letting the 
reins fo loofe^ as to patronize prefumption, or en«- 
xourage any to fin \ nor yet holding them fo ftrait, 
as to driye men into delpair, p. 429. 

Very forward and adtive have profeflbrg been> 
tind ftiJl are, in heaping up offerings, by perform- 
ing, what they call religious duties, whilft pradicaj 
virtue has been fhamefuUy neglefted. Multitudes 
profelTing faith in Chrifl, and accounted members 
of his church, are fuffered lo remain without con- 
troul or rebuke ih various fins and pollutions, to 
the great fcandal of the Chriftian name ; fo tiiat 
it may be faid iniquity runs down amongft theni 
like a mighty ftream or torrent, carrying all in a 
manner before it. What painful apprehehfions 
muft fill the minds of thoughtful parents refpedt- 
ing their offspring, wheii, morally fpeaking, no 
other can be expefted than that they will be carried 
Away thereby to cverlafting definition ! Oh ! that 
h were rightly confidered by all Chriflian pro* 
fefTors, that obedience is better than facrifices Of 
offerings, and to hearken unto the voice of God< 
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in putting away the evil of thcir<loi%s from b^onr 
his eyes, is better than the fat of rams. To what 
purpoic is the multitude of their facrifices or of- 
ferings, whilft the moft weighty matters of the 
law of God are ncglefted ? viz. judgment, mercy, i 

and faith •, -even that faith which is productive of 1 

good works. Let them carefvilly ponder in their '^i 

hearts what the Lord by his prophet hath declared, 
Amosv. a I, 22, 23, 24. "I hate, I defpife yo«r 1 

*« feaft-days, and I will not fmell in your folemn 
*« affemblies. Tho' ye -offer me burnt-oflferings, . 
€« and your meat-offerings, I will not accept them : ■ 

, ** neither will I regard the peace-offerings of your | 

«< fat beafts. Take thou away from me the noife 
** of diy fongs, for I will not hear the melody of j 

** thy viols. But let judgment run down as waters, ' \ 

** and righteoufnefs as a mighty ftream." Man J 

is apt to begin at the wrong end, or where he 
fliould finifli ; prefuming to perform worftiip and 
fervice to his Maker before he is in a fit condition 
to be accepted ; as a Being of infinite purity will 
not fo much as look towards him in that fenfe, 
whilft he hath any fellowfliip with the unfruitful 
works of darkrtefs, either in himfelf or others. i 

For the Lord will be fanftified in all them that ' 

come nigh him. He is of purer eyes than to 
belv>!d iniquity with any aflent or approbation. 
The contrary of which would be implied, if man 
was fuffered to prefent his offerings whilft in a 
defiled ftate. The fame that I have here faid con- 
cerning the acceptance or non-acceptance of indi- 
viduals, is true, and will hold good, in regard to ' 

churches. 



churches, and countries or nations. Oh, then I 
how greatly it behoves all who would ftand ap- 
proved in God's fight, to exert their utmoft care 
and diligence in judging, condenviing, and &p- 
prefiQng evil of all kinds, firft in themfelvesy and 
then in every branch of the community, as far as 
lies in their power. 

I {hall now proceed to fhew, that when the 
Lord was pleafed to reftore Chriftianity in its pri* 
mitive purity and power, wliich was in the laft 
century, church-government, good order, and 
wholfome difcipline was alfo reftored amongft an 
humble, felf-dpnying people, who were, as God's 
people in all ages have been, much delpifed, re- 
viled, and perfecuted. Yet, through all the hea- 
theniih rage of their adverfarics, the rifing up of 
the rulers of the earth againft them, and the people 
imagining vain things concerning them, their bands 
were not broken, new their cords c^away. They 
iaw hollnefs was the Lord's delight, and promoted 
it with all diligence amongft mankind in general, 
but more efpecially amongtt themfelves. The Lord, 
who at firft raifed chofen inftruments, and fent 
them forth into the world, which was as a briary 
thorny wildernefs, wonderfully blefled their ardent 
labours with increafe, fo that in a few years a large 
iiumber of churches were planted (even amidft all 
the rage and fury before-mentioned) and quietly fet- 
tled and eftabliflied under the teachings of his Spirit 
in their hearts. Hereby they grew up in wifdom and 
ftature, and in procefs of time clearly faw^ in the 
Divine Light, that they muft form themfelves into 
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fth orderly body, to be governed under fuch regut-. 
lations as would put them in the beft capacity, as 
ar eligious fociety, of glorifying God, and being 
the moft ufeful to one another, as members of the 
fame body ; and that alfo, by being embodied and 
difciplined as an army with banners, they might j 

make a firm ftand againft every appearance of evil, ^j 

with their united ftrength, under the Captain of 
their falvation. 

' t)ivine wifdom was wonderfully with thofe wor- 
ries firft fent and engaged in this bleflcd work, di- 
x«6ling their fteps with true judgment, as well a» I 

opening the minds of a numerous people, of various 
growths, to receive the manner and form of govern- 
ment and order, which thofe of the cleareft fight dif- i 
covered, in the Light of Truth, to be beft adapted : J 
to promote the glory of God, and the prefervation 
of his church and people. Yet there were fome op- 
pofers (as in the primitive times) even of their own 
body or fociety -, men of perverfc fpirits, who trou- 
bled the church for a time with litigious jangling, 
^d corrupt difputations. But the Lord, who knows 
how to put; a ftop to the rage and cunning devices 
of the .enemies of his chyrch, brought a blaft upon / 
them, which hath expofed the names of the leaders^ f I 
and will continue tp expofe them through ages and 
generations to come. . Thus the faithful were cnr i 
abled to carry on this great \^ork, defigned for 
the defence and prefervation of God's people, ig 
defiance of all thofe SanballatSy 'Tobiahs^ and Ge^ 
Jhcms^ which were permitted to rife up againft 
llaem and their godly undertaking. 

2 Great 



K 



9f Chrijitan DifcipUne. %$ 

Great wiTdom may be difccrncd by thofc eyes 
only which the Lord hath opened, in his thus rank- 
ing and placing his people, that they might ftand in 
fuch a fituation as to be really true help-mates in . 
Chrift Jefus our Lord and holy head-, the ftrong 
bearing and helping the infirmities of the weak, 
fupporting one another in that which is good, judg- 
ing down all of a contrary nature to it, in every 
rank and ftation ; none daring to be above admo- 
nition, but rather cfteeming it a mark of love ancj 
fincere regard, that others extend care over them 5 , 
agreeable to i l^he(f. v. 12, 13, 14. " And we 
^ befeech you, brethren, to know them which 
^* labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
*' and sdmonifti you ; and to cfteem them very 
*^ highly 'in love for their work's fake : and be at 
^* peace among yourfelves. Now we exhort you, 
*' brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort 
^' the feeble-minded, fupport the weak, be pa- 
^* tient toward all men." 

What an inexpreffible favour it is to be even one 
of the leaft members of this body, or branch of the 
heavenly Father's family, where fo great help and 
edification may be received from thofe of greater 
growth and maturity than themfelves. On the other 
hand, what high fatisfaftionit affords the fathers and 
inothers in Ifraelj to fee the children and weaklings 
of the flock of teachable difpofitions, and carefully 
endeavouring to walk according to the truth. Some 
Me made of God as faviours upon mount Sion^ and 
as watchmen upon her walls, anointed and appointed 
by the Holy Ghoft, to watch over the flock of Chrift, 
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as thofe that muft give an account, whofe excel- 
lent ferviccs may juftly entitle them to the appli- 
cation of that copious elegant language, wherewith 
Job kts forth what he had done in the time of his 
profperity, Jobxxix. 13, 14, 15, i6, " The blcf- 
" fing of him that was ready to perifh came upon 
*' me ; and I caufed the widow's heart to fing for \ 
" joy- 1 put on righteoufnefs, and it clothed me: 
*' my judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I 
" was eyes to the blind, and feet w^s I to the 
" lame. I was a father to the poor: and the 
" caufe which I knew not I fearched out.'* 

Elders ruling thus in the church are indeed wor-i 
thy of double honour, whether they labour in the 
word and dodtrine or not \ being fuch as, agreeable 
to Peter's advice, i Pet. v. 2, 3, 4. " Feed the 
^ flock of God which is among you, taking the 
*' overfight thereof, notbyconftraint, but Willing- 
'" ly ; not for filthy lucre, but oi a ready mind; 
^' neither as being lords over God's heritage, but 
*' being enfamples to the flock. And when the 
' '' chief fhcpherd (hall appear, ye fliall receive a 
'' crown of glory that fadcth not away.'* 

It is of the utmoft confequence, that the member?, 
'who conflitute the church of Chrift, be thoroughly 
acquainted with the true fpring of motion and aftion 
therein, left any fhould prefumptuoufly conceive 
pr imagine, that feeing ehurch government carries 
much the appearance of outward oeconomy and 
civil proceedings, human abilities, natural and 
acquired, are fufficient to manage the fame. If 
^Y fall into fggh a dangq-oys error, it Enuft be 

for 
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for i;wuit of duly ctMifidering the nature of the work 
to be engaged m; it being no other than what ap- 
pertains to the ijpiritual kingdom of Chrift, and the 
promotion thereof on earth: which kingdom man Matt hi j. 
by nature cannot fee nor underftand. And it is 
written, " the worW by wifdom knew not God.** | ^^- '• 
Therefore they cannot know his kingdom, nor how 
to aft properly therein, under the Supreme Head, 
whc«i they know not* 

To be. capable of ading rightly in the difciplinc 
of the church, man muft be born of the Spirit, or 
fnom above, smd receive aqualificationfrom the Ho- 
ly Ghoft for that work. Such are the only quahfied 
perfons for maintaining good order in the churches, 
whether young, old, or middle-aged, maleorfcmale» 
and fhould be regarded as thofe who are fct over 
others in the Lord. Thefr are feen and efteemed 
highly in love for. their work's fake, by the difcern- 
ing in the church, tho^ they may be of a low de- 
gree; yet, being alive in the truth, they can favour 
the things that be of God, conveyed to them 
through thefe favoured inftruments •, and alfo rejeft 
the things which be of men,, when intruded into 
God's work ^ becaufe the innocent life raifed up in 
them is burthened and grieved therewith. 

Nothing can more afflidt the fouls of fuch, tlian 
the darkening counfel by a riiultitude of words with- 
out knowledge* We may fee none were properly 
qualified to judge and govern outward Ifrael^ unlefs 
gifted of God for that purpofe. We find they were 
to have God for their king ; and thofe whom he raifed " ^ 

HP 
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tip by his immediate powdr, to be their judges tmdtf 
him, (herein a perfeft pattern of the chriftian 
church) until they impioufly rejedbed a government^ 
than which none could be attended with more eafe^ 
Jfecufity^ and comfort, that they might be like other 
nations, that is, to be more left to their own pow^ 
er and policy, and to be lefs dependent upon God. 
Whilft they looked to the Lord for judgment^ aid, 
and proteftion, fee how wonderfully he provided 
for them, Mofes^ Adrony and Miriam in Egyfti 
through the Red Sea^ and in the wildernefs. To 
the help of whom the Lord alfo raifed a large 
Kttmb. xi. number of inferior judges, upon whom he put his 
• Spirit, as an effential qualification- 
It would be needlefs to be very particular, in 
fhewing how the Lord was pleafed to raife many, 
and to put his Spint upon them, under the blcffed 
influence and ftrength whereof they wrought won- 
ders for the reformation, deliverance, and protec- 
tion of his people: as Jcjhua^ Otkniely Deborah^ 
and Baraky Gideon^ Jephthahj Samuel^ Davidy 
Solomon J Nebemiab^ fltc. and when the people per- 
ceived the Spirit of God was upon them, they 
joined fuch with alacrity in God's work, out of 
faithful fubjeftion to that of God in and upon 
them, and not to them as men. 

Very remarkable is the humility and honeft upr 

right petition of Solomon^ which doth amply dif- 

cover the ftate of mind fuch muft be brought into, 

who are favoured with fuitable ability to judge and 

iKinst ai. govern in the church of Chrift, " In Gibecn the 

5» 7> ^ «c Lqj.^ appeared to Solmon in a dream by night : 

" and 
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^ and God faid, Alk what I fhall give thee. He 
** faid, O Lord my God, thou haft made thy 
** fervant king inftead of David my father : and 
** I am but a little child ; I know not how to go 
" out or come in. Give therefore thy fervant an 
*' underftanding heart to judge thy people, that I 
" may difcern between good and bad : for who is 
<* able to judge this thy io great a people ?** 

Pertinent hereunto is the ardent concern raifed in 
NebemiaV^ mind for the welfare of God's peeple 
and city -, the deep anguilh of his foul (though in 
the midft of worldly affluence) 5 his carneft and 
humble prayer to God ; the manner of addreffing 
king Artaxerx^s upon that mournful occafion con^ 
cerning the defolate ftate of Jerufakmj and his 
whole proceeding in that godly undertaking of rai^ 
fing (he walls of that city, Cffc. Much might be 
wrote to fhew the great analogy hereof with the 
maintaining of the hedge, or wall of difcipline and 
good order in the Chriftian church, as a defence 
from dangerous enemies ; but I hope, as the Light 
of Truth has mercifully arifen, and people's minds 
are confiderably illuminated thereby, there is not 
fy much neceflity (cipecially amongft us) to con- 
vince them in general what is truth in thefe re- 
fpeds, as to remind them of their duty, that prac- 
tice may keep pace with knowledge ; for which 
end ftiori; hints may in a good degree anfwer. 

I might alfo draw much more from the precious 
dodrine and experience of God's people, recorded 
in holy writ, concurring to eftablifh the truth of 
what I have advanced concerning the outward 

N oxder^ 
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order, government, and beautiful difcipline of the 
church, which is the kingdom of Chrift, wherein 
the fanftified of God arq as fubordinatc kings and 
priefts; which is thus expreffed, Dan. vii. 2i, 
22. *« I beheld, and the fame hora made war 
*« with the faints,'* (viz, the power of antichrift 
in the form of a church, with orders and rules) 
♦* and prievarled againft them, until the Antient 
^' of days came, and judgment was given to the 
^^ faints of the Moft High, and the time came that 
«* the feints poflefled the kingdom.** Paul calls 
this dominion the faints are to poflefs, Epb. iii. lo, 
*« Principalities ind powers in heavenly places.*^ 
Oh ! long hath this wicked horn had the rule and 
government where the faints fhould ! fo that there 
hath been little or nothing of the nature of thit ex- 
ceHent government which is found in the kingdom 
of Chrift. There hath been no true vifion from 
the prophets, the law hath perijfhed from the 
priefts, and counfel from the antients, E^ek. vii, 
26. and the glorious kingdom of the MeiTiah has 
for many ages been as it were banilhed from tht 
earth, or at Icaft hid from mankind in general, as 
in a wilderncls, whereinto the true church fled, 
Riv. kiu 6. But the Lord hath been pleafcd in 
a good degree to reftore again the excellent order 
of his houfe amongft a defpifed people; concern - 
ing whom I Ihall now endeavour to give fbme acr 
count, by way of fliort hints,* of what mine ey^ 
have feen, mine ears heard, what I have tailed 
and handled of the good word of Hfe in theif af^ 
^mt^ies} more particularly as I am now upon 

that 
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that iubjedt, thofc, according to their degrees of 
fiibordination (as the wifdom from above hath placed 
diem) called meetings for difcipline^ or church or- 
der and government : which meetings I have at- 
tended with diligence, as I thought it my indit 
penfable dutjr, for about thirty years of my time : 
near the firft ten whereof I was for the moft part 
an highly pleafed and comforted fpedtator of the 
fweet harmony and comely order of God's houfc, 
the love, fympathy, and care extended in each 
branch thereof one towards another ; in filent 
feeking the affiftance of the Holy Head, that the 
body might edify itfelf in love, and the King of 
faints be known to rule all that was within us. For 
when we become members of Chrifl's body, wc 
ceafe to confidcr ourfelves as individuals oidy, but 
alfo as members deeply interefted in the welfare of 
the body. Here is an united labour and travail^ 
being all in one common intereft. 

I have often beheld the awful Majefly of the 

Divine Power amongft thefe people, and could 

fay in humble admiration, at leaft in my heart, 

« Cry out and Ihout, thou inhabitant d£ SioHj iQti^.m ^ 

«^ great is the Holy One oilfrael^ in the midft of 

*' thee !" There has been no lack <rf any good 

thing in the <:amp of God. The glorious Loid^ 

,hath been indeed as places of bro^ rivers and 

ftreams, wher^ can no galley with oarsj neither 

fliall gs^^nt fhip pa($ thereby. For the Lord was 

our judge, diQ I ^ord was iMjr law-giver, the Lord 

was our king, Ifa. xxxiii. ^t, 22. and therefor^ 

all the fplendid art and invention of man in re- 

N 2 ligion. 
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Hgion, was to be wholly laid afide/ as Saul^s ar* 
rnour was by Davidy being concerned to go as he 
did, in the name {viz. the power and dread) of the 
Moft High. When I did thus ftand ftill, looking 
upon Sion^ viewing her beauty and excellency, I 
have feen great things done by mean inftruments 
going forth againft their enemies in the name of the 
Lord only \ which hath caufcd my foul to be knit 
unto them, and I loved them as mine own foul. 
This fight and fenfe of things made me exceeding 
awful in my mind, afraid to fpeak and a£l:, unlefs 
I found a well-grounded afllirance that the Lord 
required it of me *, by feeling the weight of his 
divine power Upon my fpirit, opening my under- 
ftandihg, and guiding my judgment, that I might 
clearly know what, when, and how to fpeak in 
the awful prefence of God, and before the princes 
of his people, whofe words, I obferved, were as 
goads, and as nails faftened by the matter of our 
aiTemblies, which are given from one ftiepherd. 
' Vefy pertinent to what I am now upon is Ecclef. 
V. I, 2, 3. «and what indeed ought to take deep 
imprcflion on all thofe concerned, viz. " Keep 
* «^ thy foot when thou goeft to the houfe of God, 

** and be more ready to hear than to give the fa- 
** crifice of fools : for they, confider not that they 
** do evil. Be not rafh with thy mouth, and let 
" not thine heart be hafty to utter any thing be- 
** fore God : for God is in heaven, and thou art 
*' upon earth, therefore let thy words be few. 
" For a dream cometh through a multitude of 
« bufipcfs, and a fooFs voice is known by mul- 

** titud^ 
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•« titude of worc^." It is plain from what is be- 
fore noted, and much more in holy writ, that all 
the power and wifdom of man, till it be fubjeded, 
fani^ified, and properly influenced by a fuper- 
xiatural principle, is wholly excluded from and 
Ihut out of the church of God. Although thofc 
abilities are adequate to, and fufficicnt for, the 
things of a man, viz. the concerns of this life; 
(for, as faith our Lord, the children of this world 
are wifer in their generation than the children <^ 
light) yet the things of God no man can know, 
confequently cannot rightly ad in them, but by 
his Spirit. This alfo in part appears from what 
Elihu faith. Job xxxii. 7, 8, 9. " I faid, Days fliould 
** Ipeak, and multitude of years ihould teach 
*' wifdom. But there is a Ipirit in man : and the 
«* infpiration of the Almighty giveth them un- 
** derftanding. Great men arc not always wife : 
*' neither do the aged underftand judgment.'* 

Very great hath been, ^nd ftill is, the lofs of 
man, for want of deeply underftanding this import 
tant point,. Giving a latitude to human abilities in 
religion, and the concerns thereof, hatl\ opened the 
door wide for antichrift to become almoft an univer- 
fal monarch. It is that by which he hath got great 
footing amongft all the divifions of Chriftian pro- 
feflbrs ; ours in a forrowful manner with relpeft 
to individuals, as well as others 5 yet a living body 
are preferved. Thefe, through the divine blefling, 
prevent his taking poflcffion of the church, as he 
has done of others. The eyes and cry of thefe 
arc to the Lord, whom tl^y know to be their fuf- 

ficicncy 5 
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ficiepeyi ^nd that unkfs he ordain kheXjm ai 
w*lls and bulwarks, to keep our city, in vsm ^f% 
all human endeavour?. 

When I hnYje confidered the k)w, indifFerejit^ lant 
guid ftatie of thofe under our aumc in manypUces^ 
both in this aod other nations, chiefly Dccafioncd by 
an inordinate love of the world, and the things thercr 
of, my foul hath been dc^ly humblai in awful pio? 
ftratk)n before him ; wheia Ihav<^ beheld his wonder* 
ful condefeenfion, in fkill Ihiriing forth upon us, as 
from between the cherubims of his glory, waiting 
to be gracious, by turning again the captivity of 
many of bis IJ¥ady and feeking to rebuild her wafte 
places, and thereby to revive her afitient beauty. 
He is pleafed to continue unto us feme judges as 
at the firft, and counfellors as at the beginning, 
tho" but few in number when compared to the bulk. 
May the Great Lord of the harvcft raifc many 
more faithful labourers, and fend them into his 
harveft, even liich as are defcribed by the evah- 
cbap.xxxiiigelical prophet Ifaiab ! " The finncrs in Sion arc 
Ijl '^' '^' « afraid, fearfulnefs hath furprizcd jhe hypocrites ; 
<* who among u^ fliall dwell with the devouring 
« fire ? who attiOngft us (hall dwell with everlalf- 
« ing burnings ? He that walketh righteoufly, and 
" fpeaketh uprightly, he that defpifeth the gain 
*' of Qppreflions, that fliaketh his hands from 
*« holding of bribes, that ftoppeth his ears frorti 
<* hearing of blood, and (hutteth his eyes from 
" feeing evil : he fliall dweU on high : his place 
** of defence Ihall be the munitions of rocks, bread 
** (hall be given him> his waters fliall be furc.** 
-- Oh! 
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Oh ! fcow forro^ful it is, in this and other nations, 
for the Lard's rneflengers to view the great pre- 
valence of unfaithfuln*fs ih large numbers, in* 
moft branches of our Chriftian teftimony ! much 
whereof hath been greatly owing to the laxnefs of 
difcipline. Thofc who fhould havip been, above 
all Other confiderations, waiting for frefti and re- 
newed ability from God to build his houfe, have 
been moft of all endeavouring to build themfelves 
jind pofterity uncertain hou^ in earthly inheri- 
tances 5 living at eafe in their cieled houfes, whilftr 
the ark of the teftimony of God hath been expofed* 

Dreadful will the account be fuch will have to 
render, who have hid their Lord's money in the 
earth, having wrapped it in a napkin, viz. a de- 
cent form of religion. The Lord hath opened 
eyes that fee them through their fig-leaf covering 
in moft or all the ranks of his people ; though it it 
much tx> be feared they have clofcd their own eyes, 
except towards the world. In that they may be 
clear fighted, it being their kingdom. Some of 
thefe may prefume from their long profeffion, 
wherein perhaps they have taken care (as far aft 
appears to man's eye) to preferve a reputation free 
from fpots or blemilhes ; and they alfo having a 
pretty large ftock of wealth, in the getting wherch 
of they may have ndt only dried up the tendernefs 
of religion in themfelves, but alfo have laid a 
foundation for the Tuin of their children, or thofc 
that fucceed t|iem in their pofleffions; notwith- 
ftahding which, fome fuch may take upon them 
to be aftivc members itt the meetings where they 

belong. 
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belong. Very lamentable indeed are the ftates of 
meetings, managed by fuch unfanftified fpirits. 
The king of Sion is banifhed from their councils 5 
and the precious fons and daughters thereof are 
but as fufFering witneflcs for God, clothed as in 
Ikckcloth ; and the feed of God, which fhould have 
dominion in all our meetings, is deprefibd. I fin* ^ 
cerely wilh there were no caufe for thefe clofe re- 
marks ; a caution of this kind may be neceflary. 
This fpirit getting in amongft us, in any part of 
the body or fociety, cannot fail of laying wafte ; 
therefore let all confxder what fpirit rules in them. 
Where fuch a fpirit prevails, it is not the wife 
woman building the houfe, but the foolifh woman ^ 
pulling it down with her own hand. 

It is a mournful truth, that among the many 
thoufands of Ifrael^ there arc but few, in compa- 
rifon, who really ftand quite upright, as pillars in 
God's houfe; who cannot be at all warped by fear, 
intereft, favour, or afFeftion, but look beyond all 
fmgly at truth and righteoufnefs. Oh ! what mean 
cringing, ftooping, and temporizing, is to be 
found in fome ! It is my fon, daughter, near rela- 
tion, or friend, that I am loth to offend, left I 
Ihould fufFer in my intereft or reputation, or fhall . / 
gain his or her ill will. This Ipirit will never 
dwell on high, but muft have its portion amongft 
the fearful and the unbelieving ; and unlefs fuch 
repent, they will be ranked with thofe that deny 
Chrift before men. They may read their portion, 
JLuke xii. 9. True zeal and found judgment is 
pften rejejfted by this fort^ whether it comes from 

individuals. 
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Individuals, or meetings *, nay even ^y foniej wiieti 
it is the mature refult of the largeft body under . . 
rile dircdion of the beflk wifdom^ if they do not 
find it agree with their unfandtified underftaiidings j 
which would be ftrange if it ihould, as it cornea 
from the fpirit of Truth* 

It m&Y be further obfeivcd, tl)at thofe whofe 
l^rineipal view is only maintaining the forni or 
outward charaftcr in religion, feel very little ctf 
no pain gn account of the diforderly praftices of 
their felloW'^members, and therefore they can, eafily 
daub yfith untempered morter) and fmopth all over^ 
crying pe^ce, before judgment has laid hold of 
the tranfgncffing part ^ ^d all this done under the 
fpecious pretence of cl^ty and Chriflian tender^ 
nefs, Yet when any in godly zeal are confirairted 
to Ihcw the pernicious confcquence of healing tlxe 
wounds of the daughter of Sion deceitfully, fome 
.fijch foon difcover they arc too much ftrangers 
:to true charity, by their oppofition to ibund judg-* 
.mem, and thofe exercifed therein, that the wounds 
plight be fearchcd to the bottom. Here fomething • 
of a pcrfecuting fpirit appears, and the bitter 
leaven of the Pbarifee is difcovered, ftriking at the 
. life pf religion. But, agreeable to the ufual craft 
of antichrift, they muft call a godly concern and 
labour by a contrary name, or they could not fmite 
at it with any colour of reaibn* Such honeft 
labourers have fpmetimes been reprefented as en- • 
/jihuiiafts,. too hot in their zeal, difturbers of the 
churches peace, t^c. When there is a peace in 
the church with wrong things, it is much better 

O : t . '.;. i. .broke 
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broke than kept. I take it that it was in this fcnfe* 
Matthvi. our Lord faid: '* I came not to fend peace on 
** earth, but a fword," It was a woeful peace to 
Ifraelj when they became fo reconciled to the in- 
habitants of the land, as to fufFer them to dwell 
therein, contrary to the exprefs command of God ! ( 

When the upright in heart cannot for Sign's 
fake hold their peace, their fpirits being truly en.- 
lightened to iedLrch Jerufalemy it is very dangerous 
for any to obftrud, oppofe^ or even to difcourage 
them in fuch a godly undertaking. The voice of 
-their Almighty Helper is, ^^ Touch not mine 
*' anointed;" for he will certainly vindicate his 
own caufe in their hands, and will recompence any 
injury done to it, or them, as if done to himfelf ; j 
fo that all had need to know well what they do, ^ 
and what fpirit bears rule within them. 

Some I have obferved very blind, fruitlefs, and 

unlkilful, who are notquke upon the fame bottom 

as thofe above-mentioned, but who differ from 

them in the caufe of their unfruitful fituation, 

which arifes chiefly from a grofs deception in thcm- 

felves, and for want of abiding in that wherein . 

they could try the fpirit- that prefents things to ^ 

their minds. Jhefe have been moved and kindled * 

by a falfe firip, and a zeal not duly tempered with 

that knowledge which cpm^s from God, This 

proves a fore wounding to t;he qaufe of truth, where 

it hath prevailed ; very hard to judge down, be^ 

* caufe it is commonly very wife and right in m 

. own eyes. In concluding this head, I ani free %q 

exppefe aa ardent prayer, which hath filled mine 
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heart at times for a confiderable number of years, 
that the Lord may be gracioufly pleafed greatly 
to incrcftfe the number of thofe amongft us, who 
are made willing to leave all, and to follow the 
gentle leadings of his Spirit, whitherfoever he is 
pleafed to lead them; who prefer the welfare, 
peace, and profperity of the city of God to their 
chiefeft joy •, that truth and righteoufnefs may be 
fo exalted in every part of the body, as to make 
all the fmners in Sion afraid indeed : for they 
cannot ftand in judgment when the Lord arifes in 
majefty among his faints^ nor in the congregations 
of the righteous; that lb for very fhame there 
might be a calling their idols of filvtr, and their ^^'' "• *•• 
idols of gold, to the moles and to the bats* 

The fubftance of what is before fignified, is 
doubtlefs, and hath been, the fervent travail of 
many brethren and fifters, who are deeply affc^ed 
with the prefent lethargy which prevails, yet are in 
the midft thereof comforted in obferving great re* 
viving of a concern, in moft places, for ftirring up 
and provoking one another to love and to good 
works •, particularly in promoting difcipline : which 
if it profpers (as I believe it will) truth and righte^ 
oulhefs will prevail thereby, and Sion will enlarge 
her borders, her cords will be lengthened, and her 
ftakes ftrengthened, and fhe will yet break forth 
on th^ right hand and on the left ; her feed will 
inherit places which are now defolate. Therefore 
let the true travailers for her prolperity be encou- 
raged ; for I believe jfome of them will come to 
fee the fryit3 of their painful travail, and be (a. 

sisfied, 
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tisfied* May all fuch keep their habitations in a 
feeling fcnfe of the Holy Head) whether in fuf- 
fering or rejoicing, profperity or adverfuy ! For, 
.M faith the apoftle, " If we fufFcr with .Chrift» 
^* we jfliall rc?gn with him, pf be glorifi^ to- 
*' gcther/* 
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